
us. 
2 Kings 1:2-17; 1 Corinthians 3:16-23; Matthew 5:11-16 

 
Birthdays:     Meghan Faulkner, Dax Ferraro,                              
   Robert Kloppenborg, Jacki Nardone 
 
Friday’s Calendar:  
                 7:00 a.m.  AA “Hour of Power”  
                 9:00 a.m.  A Way Out 
 9:30 a.m.  Life Group 
               10:00 a.m. Bible Study 
 2:00 p.m. Ministry Intercessory Prayer Group 
 3:30 p.m. Girl Scouts 
 4:00 p.m. Counseling Session 
 8:00 p.m. Friday Night Young Peoples’ AA      
 
Today’s Ministry:       Backpack Buddies 
 
Saturday, September 21 
2 Kings 2:1-18 When they returned to Elisha, who was staying in Jericho, he 
said to them, “Didn’t I tell you not to go?” (v.18) 

In this story, Elijah vanishes in a whirlwind to heaven. Elisha picked 
up Elijah’s cloak and went back to the river Jordan. He took the cloak and 
struck the water. As he did so, the river parted and he crossed over. The 
prophets from Jericho were watching and bowed before Elisha. They wanted 
to send 50 men to look for Elijah. “Perhaps the Spirit of the LORD has picked 
him up and set him down on some mountain or in some valley” (v.16b). They 
persisted until he relented. The men searched for three days and when they 
returned Elisha said, “Didn’t I tell you not to go?” 

Have you ever done something you’ve been told not to, then you 
must admit you made a wrong choice? Or, perhaps as a parent you told a 
child not to touch something and he or she did it anyway, only to suffer the 
consequences. It’s human nature to want to open a door which says, “Do not 
enter.” Be      prepared for what’s on the other side. 

Psalms 75, 76; 1 Corinthians 4:1-7; Matthew 5:17-20 
 
Birthdays:     Jean Calkins, Jeri Gumbinner, Terry Scheid,        
   Ryan Strom, Meredith Weakley 
 
Saturday’s Calendar: 
  7:00 a.m.  AA “Hour of Power” 
 9:30 a.m.  Step Study for Women 
 5:00 p.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
 8:00 p.m. NA “Not Alone” 
 
Today’s Ministry:     Bell Choir 
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“Growing into Jesus - Reaching out with love” 

by Shirley J. Conley  
Used with permission from the BIBLE READING FELLOWSHIP 

PO Box 380, Winter Park, FL 32790 
www.biblereading.org 

Sunday, September 15 
1 Kings 19:8-21 Then a great and powerful wind tore the mountain apart and 
shattered the rocks before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind. After 
the wind there was an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake. 
After the earthquake came a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire. And after 
the fire came a gentle whisper. (vv.11b-12 NIV) 

I’m fascinated by the story of when God appeared to Elijah. He had 
a passion for God. He stood against idolatry. But he became depressed when 
he believed he was the only one left faithful to God. He thought when he was 
killed there would be no one left to serve God. However, Elijah would be led 
by an angel of the Lord to the mountain of God, where he would discover 
God was not only a God of the spectacular, He was “the still small voice,” the 
sound of “gentle stillness.” God was at work and Elijah’s life would take a 
sudden turn. 

Have you ever gone down one path in life when suddenly it 
swerved, and you find yourself heading to an unfamiliar destination? You 
leave life as you know it and find yourself in an unknown place, doing   
something you’ve never even thought of. More than once in my lifetime I’ve 
been left in wonder. It’s then when I discover God’s voice in the gentle    
stillness. 

Psalms 24, 29; Acts 5:34-42; John 11:45-47 
 
Birthdays:     Duke Camden,  Alba Hazen, Jacqueline White 
 
Sunday’s Calendar :   
  7:30 a.m.  Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
 9:00 a.m.  Contemporary Family Worship Service    
                  9:15 a.m. Sunday School Begins       
                10:15 a.m. Coffee Hour (Ross Hall) 
                10:15 a.m. Stephen Leaders Mee ng 
                10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II  
                11:30 a.m. Coffee Hour (Smith Hall) 
 
Today’s Ministry:    Youth Group 
 
Monday, September 16 
Matthew 4:1-11 Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: 
‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve him only.’” Then the devil left him, 
and angels came to attend him. (vv.10-11) 
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Jesus’ temptations began immediately after he was baptized by John 
the Baptist. He would show his followers the power of Scripture as he battled 
the evil one. He resisted Satan. Then Jesus would defeat Satan with         
meaningful use of Scripture. After fasting for forty days, he was hungry, 
tired, and no doubt discouraged. Each time Jesus answered Satan with the 
words, “It is written.” The evil one would finally leave him and angels would 
be allowed to minister to him. 

Have you ever been in a situation where an unexpected              
circumstance sent you into turmoil? You got over the last traumatic life-event 
when your spouse got diagnosed with a fatal disease. Or, you lost your job 
and you’re   unable to feed your children. You’re tired and distressed. Even 
depressed. Now, at your weakest point, Satan swoops down to shake your 
faith. But don’t      despair. It’s then the Lord will send His angels on wings of 
eagles to tend your needs—angels in the form of family and friends, even 
strangers. “God sends his love and his         faithfulness” (Psalm 57:3). 

1 Kings 21:1-16; Psalms 56, 57, 58; 1 Corinthians 1:1-19 
 

Birthdays:     Jack Duke, Martha Krueger, Parker Olson 
 
Monday’s Calendar:      
  7:00 a.m.  AA  ‐ “Hour of Power” 
               10:00 a.m. Cursillo Reunion Group 
 4:00 p.m. Stephen Ministry Sessions 
 4:00 p.m. Counseling Session 
 4:30 p.m. ACA Woman’s Group Step Study          
 5:30 p.m. ACA Families 
 6:00 p.m. NAMI Mee ng 
  
  
Today’s Ministry:     20’s & 30’s   
 
Tuesday, September 17 
1 Kings 21:17-29 “I have found you,” he answered, “because you have sold 
yourself to do evil in the eyes of the LORD. He says, ‘I am going to bring   
disaster on you.’” (vv.20b-21a) 

When was the fear of God put on me? I cannot remember. My   
parents were not church goers, but my brother and I started going to Sunday 
School when we were in elementary school. At home, we were brought up 
knowing right from wrong. I truly believed if I committed a sin God would 
punish me, but who did I learn the phrase, “God will get you”? Mom was a 
gentle woman. She never would have said anything to scare us. Dad was a 
man of action and few words. I can only surmise I learned it in Sunday 
School. There I heard   stories of God’s plagues as told in Exodus and Daniel 
in the lions’ den. 

I always felt I belonged to God. “Truly my soul silently waits for 
God; From Him comes my salvation” (Psalm 62:1 NKJV). As I grew older, I 
would see not only God’s punishment of evil, but His love, mercy, and grace 
written in His word and displayed in my life. 
Psalms 61, 62; 1 Corinthians 1:20-31; Matthew 4:12-17  
 
Birthdays:           Jon Rabbi , Stephen Roegiers, Sophia Saunders, 
   Marie Van Scoy 

Today’s Ministry:     Alpha Course 
               
Thursday, September 19 
1 Corinthians 2:14-3:15 …as the Lord has assigned to each his task. I planted 
the seed, Apollos watered it, but God has been making it grow. The one who 
plants and the one who waters have one purpose, and they will each be         
rewarded according to their own labor. (vv.5b-6, 8) 

I’m a member of the Oviedo Garden Club. As such, it’s assumed my 
gardens are well kept. After months of health problems and the summer        
humidity, I look out at weed-infested gardens in distress. Vegetables planted 
in early spring are overrun with weeds or dead. The butterfly garden continues 
to attract its purpose despite its disheveled state of chaos. The Cattleya      
Orchids in the oak trees have finished their annual bloom-fest leaving nothing 
to look at but an overgrown jungle of unknown species of growth and palm 
fronds. It’s all I can do to keep from grabbing the machete. Then I notice  
vibrant violet buds on an orchid emerging from the jumble, or should I say 
jungle? 

Every so often God delights me with a single red rose, or an orange 
gladiola rising from the mess, and I wonder, will God delight in me if even 
one fruit of His Spirit emerges from my muddled life? 

Paul said the Lord assigned each of us a task, but He makes us grow 
in faith. 

1 Kings 22:29-45; Psalms 70, 71; Matthew 5:1-10 
 

Birthdays:     Michael Ferrera, Erik Kloppenborg 
 
Anniversaries:  Sandra Banyard and Jan Stevens 
 
Thursday’s Calendar:  
                  7:00 a.m. AA “Hour of Power”  
                10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite II 
  7:00 p.m. AlAnon—Stepping Stones 
 
Today’s Ministry:     Altar Guild 
 
Friday, September 20 
Psalm 69 Answer me, LORD, out of the goodness of your love; in your mercy 
turn to me. Do not hide your face from your servant; answer me quickly, for I 
am in trouble, Come near and rescue me. (vv.16-18a) 

As an admirer of the psalms of David, I’ve always found his words 
pouring forth from his very soul to be comforting in my own times of trial.  
However, Psalm 69 baffles me. It begins with prayers to God for mercy and 
indicates unanswered prayers leading to a plea for God not to blame others for 
his sins. It immediately turns into what sounds to me as self-pity. Some study 
Bibles say this is a prophesy from David of the emotional and spiritual      
sufferings of Jesus Christ to come some thousand years in his future. 

He then asks God for retribution on his enemies: “they be blotted out 
of the book of life and not be listed with the righteous” (v.28). After once 
more pleading for protection, he enters into praise and songs with         
thanksgiving. The psalm ends with what appears to be a prediction of Zion 
being saved and the cities of Judah being rebuilt. 

Pain, remorse, self-pity, revenge, traits we all possess. God forgive 

Anniversaries:  Mary and James Gordon    
 
Tuesday’s Calendar: 
  7:00 a.m.  AA “Hour of Power”  
 9:30 a.m.   Women’s Bible Study 
               12:10 p.m. Holy Eucharist & Healing 
 4:30 p.m. Counseling Sessions 
 5:00 p.m. Facility Mee ng  
 6:00 p.m. Overeaters’ Anonymous 
 6:00 p.m. Family Promise 
                 7:30 p.m. AA Big Book Spirituality Group 
 
Today’s Ministry:    Acolytes 
 
Wednesday, September 18 
Psalm 72 Praise be to the LORD God, the God of Israel, who alone does           
marvelous deeds. Praise be to his glorious name forever; may the whole earth 
be filled with his glory. Amen and Amen. (vv.18-19) 

“Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin with me.” I once    
attended a small church in Oregon where the congregation was friendly. At 
the end of each service everyone joined hands. Our voices rang out as we 
swayed back and forth to the tune of Let There Be Peace on Earth. The words 
were written by Jill Jackson-Miller while the melody was written by her   
husband Sy Miller in 1955. It was initially written for and sung by the      
International Children’s Choir and became a favorite at Christmas time. I read 
Jill Jackson-Miller was suicidal and wrote the lyrics when she discovered the 
“life-saving joy of God’s peace and unconditional love.” No matter what      
life-event we faced, we knew when we left the church it was with the love of 
God in our souls. 

Over the years, some words of the lyrics have been altered to be     
politically correct. However, the composer’s words drawn from within remain 
the same. “Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin with me.” 

1 Kings 22:1-28; 1 Corinthians 2:1-13; Matthew 4:18-25 
 
Birthdays:    Ka e Heeb, Benjamin Norris, Jerry Senger,           
   Nancy Senger 
 
Anniversaries:   Winsom Coley‐Haynes and Audley Haynes 
 
Wednesday’s Calendar:   
  6:30 a.m.  Men’s Bible Study  
 7:00 a.m.  AA “Hour of Power” 
 9:30 a.m.  Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
               10:00 a.m. Adult Life Group 
               10:30 a.m. Staff Mee ng 
 4:00 p.m. Counseling Session 
    4:45 p.m. Mary’s Kitchen 
 5:30 p.m. AA “Daily Reflec ons” 
                  6:00 p.m. NAMI 
  6:00 p.m. Youth Group Mee ng 
  6:00 p.m. NAMI Family to Family 
                  7:00 p.m. OA Mee ng    


