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“Seek and ye shall find.” Matthew 7:7
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Welcome

We Invite You In

When asked “Why St. Mary’s?” visitors, new members and long-time parishioners give a similar answer:
“The minute I walked in, I felt a strong combination of friendly welcome, love and spirituality.” That’s no
surprise. Living in God’s compelling invitation to grow and to love, St. Mary’s is a church alive with the
Holy Spirit.
Through our ministries and daily parish life, we pursue our mission of “Growing Into Jesus, Reaching
Out With Love.” Our high level of satisfaction and energy defines us as a “transformational” church – a
dynamic center of hope and healing on Florida’s Treasure Coast.

At the end of 2021, our rector of 11 years retired, and we are embarking on a search for a new leader, just
the sixth in our 90-year history. During this transition, we are blessed to be led by the Reverend Christian
Anderson, Senior Associate Rector, who has been with St. Mary’s for six years, aided by a
dedicated team of clergy, lay staff and volunteers.

“So now, faith, hope and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love.”
1 Corinthians 13:13
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Who We Are

A Place of Warmth and Love
Nestled in the heart of the vibrant
community of Stuart along the shores of the
St. Lucie River, St. Mary’s Episcopal Church is
one of the largest and longest-established
churches in the Diocese of Southeast Florida.
What began as a small mission church in 1932
has become a vital center for bringing God’s
word, love and grace to Martin County and
beyond. Our parishioners from all over the
region participate in over 50 active ministries
that proclaim God’s love in word and action.

For 90 years, St. Mary’s has been a place of warmth, healing and connection to the love and comfort of
Jesus Christ. We are a thriving and growing congregation where young and old feel welcomed and
energized by joyful worship, a strong sense of community and spiritual formation. A well-established parish
of both year-round and seasonal members, we have more than 1,000 parishioners in nearly 500 households.

We are a welcoming community from
diverse walks of life who embrace people
with varying spiritual/faith journeys.
We are an adaptive and flexible “hybrid”
church, with both traditional Anglican and
contemporary services, all streamed online.
We are blessed with a talented and
dedicated team of clergy and lay leadership
who are trusted and highly regarded by the
congregation.
We are a “regional” church with two-thirds
of our members living 5-15 miles away, from
across Martin County and into St. Lucie
County, as well.
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Who We Are

A Place of Warmth and Love

As part of this period of transition and discernment,
and in close coordination with the Bishop’s Office, we
recently conducted a comprehensive survey of our parish.
The results affirm that St. Mary’s is, indeed, a church alive
with the Holy Spirit. The survey’s eight performance
dimensions place us in the top 25 percent of
congregations nationally:

For a detailed look at the remarkable results of our parish
survey, please visit our website, stmarys-stuart.org and
click on the Rector Search tab to find the Executive
Summary.

“How good and pleasant it is when God’s people live together in unity!” Psalm 133:1
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Who We Seek

A Leader Right for Our Time

As a parish we are praying:
“O God, who has blessed us and sustained us throughout
the years; we ask that you continue to lead us, stretch us and
direct us, in our search for a new rector. Raise for us, we pray,
a priest who will boldly proclaim your Gospel, faithfully
administer your sacraments and serve your people with love
and compassion, that we may continue to grow into the
likeness of Christ and be a beacon of love and hope to our
community and the world. Amen.”
In that spirit, we seek a rector:
•

Who possesses a deep spirituality and great
personal faith in and love for Jesus Christ;

•

Who is committed to our Anglican tradition and is
able to build on our history of attracting families and
younger, nontraditional and unchurched children of
God, while nourishing those who are a part of our
identity and traditions;

•

Who follows Jesus Christ in caring for souls and
directing them through the joys and sorrows of their
spiritual journeys and healing those broken by life’s
circumstances;

•

Who inspires and educates with compelling
preaching and teaching, who clearly relates the Word
of God to our lives and grows our opportunities for
spiritual formation;

•

Who broadens our evangelism efforts and reaches
out to those around us through outreach ministries
that bring help to those living on the margins of
society;

•

Who recognizes the variety of talents in our
community and who can raise leaders for the work
at hand and to the greater glory of God; and

•

Who is a good steward of our physical campus and
our financial resources, has a record of success in
fundraising and is comfortable asking people to
increase their financial commitment to St. Mary’s.

Our past rectors have been right for the time when they
served St. Mary’s. We know our new rector will be, too, and
that together in faithfulness to God, we shall discern the call
of our next pastor and priest.
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Worship

The Cornerstone of Spiritual Life

Worship is the cornerstone of spiritual life at St. Mary’s and the stream
from which our ministries flow. We celebrate the Holy Eucharist seven
times a week, with most parishioners attending one of our four
weekend services both in person and online. We offer traditional and
contemporary worship, a weekly healing service and a monthly evening
folk mass in the courtyard. Eucharistic Visitors bring the sacraments to
those unable to attend in person.
Traditional Services: Rooted in the Book of Common Prayer and
Anglican tradition, we offer both Rite I and II services. Sunday Rite II
services are accompanied by organ and piano and our choir singing
the liturgy and classic hymns. Acolytes, lay readers, worship assistants,
a verger, ushers and the work of the Altar and Flower Guilds fill the
Church with the rich traditions of our Anglican faith.

“For where two or three
are gathered in my name,
I am there among them.”
Matthew 18:20
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Worship

The Cornerstone of Spiritual Life

Contemporary Family
Worship: Our fastest
growing service blends the
Anglican liturgical tradition
with a less formal style and
sound. The Praise Band
complements the reading of
God’s Word with
contemporary Christian
music, and the joyful sounds
of children fill the air as they
depart and return from
Sunday School. Families,
including children, serve as
worship assistants, and
every child is invited to
participate in celebrating
the Eucharist.

Whether in-person or online, our worship services express our love of God and God’s love for us!

Online Worship: Putting our innovation and flexibility to the test, the COVID-19 pandemic brought about
a paradigm shift in how we worship and minister. Thanks to the foresight of our leaders, the technical
infrastructure for an online church was already in place, including our three-camera system in Ross Hall.
With a few adaptations by our talented digital team, all of our worship services went online at the start of
the pandemic – and all of them remain available via streaming.
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Worship

Adapting in the Time of COVID-19
When the pandemic began, St. Mary’s
immediately became an online church
with real-time, interactive digital
worship including online curators. At
the same time, a team of experts
began developing a strategy to
maintain our programs, teach our
parishioners how to live safely in the
COVID-19 environment and prepare
to reopen as soon as possible. With
the campus closed, Zoom meetings
commenced, and we developed
other creative ways to reach out and
stay in touch, including:

Calling tree to check on
parishioners
Soup available for pick up or
delivery
Drive-In Mass
Virtual Christmas Choir
Mission trip to Ecuador for all
ages via Zoom

Even now – with in-person services fully attended – all worship services and major events remain available
online, enjoying national and international viewership.
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Music

Providing Hope and Joy

St. Mary’s Music Ministry enhances our worship
and praise to God, expands our outreach and
provides hope and joy to our community. Guided
by our Director of Music Ministry, our program
includes traditional Choir, contemporary Praise
Band, soloists, instrumentalists and special guests.
We are thankful for our excellent Allen organ and
two Steinway pianos -- a parlor grand and a
Model D concert grand.
The Parish Choir supports our Rite II worship on Sunday mornings and at special services. This service
primarily focuses on the rich, time-honored hymns which have been a treasure for hundreds of years. Choir
members sing with hearts open to Christ and a willingness to be transformed by a deeper understanding
of worship. At our Contemporary Family Worship, the Praise Band and soloists lift our spirits with
contemporary Christian music.

Special musical programs throughout the year provide immersive experiences such as Lessons and Carols
during Advent and The Seven Last Words on Good Friday.
Our Music Ministry supports a concert series that serves the surrounding community with a wide variety of
afternoon, evening, and luncheon performances. In addition, more than a dozen area performing arts
groups, including the Atlantic Classical Orchestra, use Ross Hall for their concerts.

“Oh come, let us sing to the LORD; let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! Let us come
into his presence with thanksgiving; let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise!”
Psalm 95:1–2
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Spiritual Formation

Growing Into Jesus

Spiritual formation is the process of growing closer to Jesus. At St. Mary’s we believe worship and our
spiritual journeys should be engaging and transformative. As we celebrate God and share joy with one
another, we build community and strong spiritual lives.
In 2018 our clergy and Vestry began exploring ways to expand our spiritual formation ministries. After
much research, reflection and prayer, they gracefully articulated a plan to expand and grow the
opportunities for our children, teens and adults of all ages to grow into Jesus. In the midst of the
pandemic, St. Mary’s welcomed the Reverend Dr. Patsy McGregor as Director of Spiritual Formation,
drawing on her 30 years of experience as a missionary in Madagascar.

Our children and youth spiritual formation includes a
nursery, Sunday School, Alpha Teens, Confirmation Class,
M&M (Mentor/Mentee), Overnight Teen Retreat and a
special Teen Breakfast Bible Study. Through our
relationship with Education=Hope in Quito, Ecuador and
the Children’s Educational Sponsorship Program in
Toliara, Madagascar, we provide educational support and
scholarships for children, teens and adults who suffer
from poverty and crises.

“And we all… are being transformed into
his image with ever-increasing glory.”
2 Corinthians 3:18

Spiritual formation for adults includes The Alpha Course (adapted for our Episcopal tradition), a
number of Bible studies, a Book Club, Confirmation courses, Cursillo Reunion Groups, a Lenten
Series, Life Groups, Nonviolent
Communication seminars, Sacred
Ground and Shepherd Group. Our
annual Renovare Retreat and quarterly
women’s retreats have been very
well-attended.
And for all ages, at our monthly
Sunday Funday we share a meal after
the services and then break up into
groups of men, women, teens and
children. Discussion leaders share their
testimony, allowing us to get to know
one another on a deeper level and
strengthen our St. Mary’s
community.
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Ministries

Reaching Out With Love

St. Mary’s ministries are focused on our mission:
“Growing Into Jesus, Reaching Out With Love.”
Our 50-plus ministries bring together the talents
and energies of people of all ages to build and
grow the beloved community. Here are a few
highlights:
Stephen Ministry equips lay people to provide
one-to-one, compassionate care and Christ’s
healing love to hurting people. We have a dozen
Stephen Ministers with resources that cover topics
such as caring ministry, grief support, spiritual
growth and more.
Mary’s Kitchen has been serving wholesome
meals to the community for over 25 years. Our
team serves more than 225 meals every
Wednesday. During the pandemic, we transitioned
to a homemade soup ministry, then to takeout
meals. We’ve now re-opened for sit-down dining.
Together with our Hospitality Ministry, St. Mary’s
will serve over 18,000 homemade meals in 2022.
Mary’s Closet, our thriving resale store, was one
of the first thrift shops to open in Stuart over 40
years ago. This vibrant ministry and its creative and
energetic volunteers are a vital part of our local
community and substantially contribute to funding
of St. Mary’s outreach efforts.
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Ministries

Reaching Out With Love

Mary’s Library and Bookstore offers a wide
selection of used and new books spanning religion, fiction,
non-fiction, children’s books and more. The store also
hosts book clubs and a variety of other activities.
Community Prayer Walks, created and led by Father
Christian Anderson, gather our parishioners with a diverse
group from 11 local churches to build the beloved
community walking, singing and praying at area
landmarks during Advent and Lent.

Backpack Buddies and Project LIFT provide healthy
meals so area children aren’t hungry on weekends and
vocational training and life skills for teens who struggle
with mental health issues and substance abuse. We also
provide meals and gift cards to encourage these kids.
The Healing Center brings the healing power of Jesus
to those in need of healing, be it in mind, body, soul or
spirit. We help connect and navigate people to existing
services in the community while surrounding them with
the healing power of God and the Martin County
Community.
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Other Ministries
Caring: Birthday/Anniversary Cards,
Daughters of the King, Eucharistic Visitors,
Grief Support Group, Hospital Visitors,
Intercessory Prayer Group, Praying Hands
Communications: News & Events, Website,
Social Media Platforms, Weekly eBlasts,
Weekly Devotional Guide
Facilities: Facilities Committee, Garden
Ministry, Memorial Garden Committee
Missions (Community and Global): Booths
at Local Events, Family Promise, Interfaith
Forums, Education=Hope, Educational
Scholarships for Madagascar, Miaraka Time
to Dance, Short Term Mission to Ecuador
and Domestic Locations, Mother’s Day Care
Packages
New Members: New Member Attraction
and Orientation, New Member Gatherings
Stewardship: Stewardship Committee,
Finance Committee, Heritage Fund, Giving
Tree, Office Volunteers
Worship: Acolytes, Altar Guild, A/V Team,
Chalice Bearers, Choir, Lay Lectors,
Streaming Services, Music Series, Online
Curators, Praise Band, Ushers

“In everything we do, we
show that we are true
ministers of God.”
Corinthians 6:3
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Parish Life

Building the Beloved Community

Perhaps the best way to get a true feel of what it’s like to be part of the St.
Mary’s community is a sense of a “typical year” in the life of the parish –
recognizing that the last two years have been anything but typical. The richness
of our parish life demonstrates that St. Mary’s is more than bricks and mortar; it
is a blessed, bustling and caring community who loves to worship and
celebrate together.
January kicks off with our Annual Parish Dinner where we gather to celebrate
what God has done in our church. In February, we celebrate Valentine’s Day
with Renewal of Vows and an Italian Dinner served by our youth under the stars
in our courtyard.
The Lenten season begins with our Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper bringing
young and old together for fun, games and a pancake feast. Weekly Lenten
events include Bible studies, art classes, meditation and special concerts.
Daughters of the King hosts a Stations of the Cross followed by brunch, and
children lead our family Stations of the Cross. We also unite with other churches
for a neighborhood Stations of the Cross walk.

“I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.”
John 10:10

Holy Week begins with Palm Sunday and a procession
and moves on to an Agape Supper, washing of the
feet and a prayer vigil from Maundy Thursday through
Good Friday. The solemn Reflections on Good Friday
prepare our hearts and minds for Easter Sunday.
Children of all ages look forward to the flowering of
the cross and the Easter Egg Hunt. The diversity of
Easter services – from sunrise at the beach to
contemporary and traditional worship – reflects the
makeup of our congregation.
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Parish Life

Building the Beloved Community

A summer highlight is the international youth mission trip, and we hit the ground running in August with
U2charist, Blessing of the Backpacks, Spaghetti Dinner, Bring a Friend to Church and Kick-off Sunday. In
September we support local schools with the See You at the Pole initiative. October brings the Blessing of
the Animals, Trunk-or-Treat and Chili Cook Off.

In the autumn we also collect Thanksgiving
meals for the local community, host our
parish-wide Thanksgiving Potluck and hand
out sunscreen and prayers at the Stuart Air
Show. During Advent, the greening of the
church and carol sing-a-longs get everyone
into the Christmas spirit. The Advent Walk
and Meet Me at the Manger take us into
the community to share the love of Christ.
The Christmas Eve pageant invites children
of all ages to participate in the liturgy and
telling of the Christmas Story.
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Our Team

An Abundance of Talent

St. Mary’s is blessed with a team of seasoned leaders and staff to support our new rector, complemented by
more than 100 volunteers who serve in over 50 ministries that support our mission.
The Clergy
The Rev. Christian Anderson, Senior Associate Rector
The Rev. Dr. Patsy McGregor, Director of Spiritual Formation
Staff

The Vestry

Tom Winter, Director of Operations
Brandon Glick, Music Ministry Director
Justin Breese, Facilities Director
Gil Tirado, Facilities Assistant
Ashley Guzi, Office Manager
Kara Puac, Administrative Assistant
Pat Channing, Praise Band Leader
Kate Abate, Manager of Mary’s Closet
Derek Davis, Facilities Assistant

Genie DuPell, Rector’s Warden
Lon King, People’s Warden
Ella Ashwell, Missions (on Campus)
Brent Butcher, Facilities
Cindy Eaton, Caring Ministries
Emily Gallo, Youth Spiritual Formation
Jim Gordon, Missions (Community/Global)
Paul Hamaty, Worship
Mark Hier, Communications
Tom Shumaker, Stewardship
Susie Speer, New Members
Christine Suriano, Adult Spiritual Formation

“Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others,
as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms.”
1 Peter 4:10-11
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Financial Stewardship

The Lord’s Treasury

St. Mary’s has a history of financial
stability, with a strong balance
sheet and no outstanding debts. In
addition, the church is blessed with
a growing endowment and a
number of dedicated funds for
spending on specific church
programs.
Our Stewardship Committee plans
an annual campaign to create
awareness of how St. Marians’
generosity fulfills our mission of
“Growing Into Jesus, Reaching
Out With Love.” Videos and
testimonials demonstrate how our
gifts are used to participate in the
healing of a broken world. The
committee is currently
participating in Project Resource to
broaden its perspective from
stewardship as an annual campaign
to a well-planned, year-long
strategy. This includes more focus
on the cultivation of major gifts and
planned-giving.

Financial Profile for St. Mary’s

2019
Actual

2020
Actual

2021
Actual

2022 (Est)
Budget

$ 1,025,887

$ 1,080,845

$ 1,094,407

$ 1,163,434

$ 456,396

$ 295,882

$ 716,963

$ 444,941

Revenues
Total Offerings
Other Revenues
Total Revenue

$ 1,482,283 $ 1,376,727 $ 1,811,370 $ 1,608,375

2019
Actual

2020
Actual

Staff & Administration

$ 953,994

$ 956,171

Parish Programs & Outreach

$ 226,906

Buildings & Grounds
Diocesan Pledge

Expenses

Total Expenses

2021
Actual

2022 (Est)
Budget

$ 1,193,474

$ 1,171,680

$ 59,795

$ 164,058

$ 47,200

$ 226,217

$ 205,821

$ 276,341

$ 237,400

$ 157,597

$ 152,960

$ 187,572

$ 152,346

$ 1,564,714 $ 1,374,747 $ 1,821,445 $ 1,608,626

2019
Actual
Capital Project Funding
Endowed Funds

2020
Actual

2021
Actual

2022 (Est)
Budget

$ 308,023

$ 247,300

$ 194,190

TBD

$ 1,012,970

$ 936,930

$ 1,193,241

TBD
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Our Campus

A Look Around St. Mary’s

By the grace of God and the faith and stewardship of many devoted souls, St. Mary’s has grown to include
six mission-style buildings set on two city blocks in downtown Stuart.
Our church, consecrated in 1951, is the heart of our campus and the home of St Mary’s traditional services.
The nave of the mission-style church is illuminated by 10 large stained-glass windows, crafted by Willet
Hauser Architectural Glass, which portray the life of Christ as told in the Gospels. The church has 24 such
windows throughout the building.
The Pittenger Center includes Ross Hall, the site of our Contemporary Family Worship service and large
receptions, concerts and meals, a fully-equipped commercial kitchen, a mid-size dining room,
two meeting rooms and our Healing Center.

Smith Hall houses Mary’s Bookstore & Library, Mary’s Closet
and a meeting and dining room with an adjacent kitchen.
The Youth Ministry Building features three large multipurpose rooms for Sunday School, Youth Group and various
meetings. The Oaks Classical Christian Academy also holds
its classes here two days a week.
The Choir and Children’s Nursery Building is located
adjacent to the church and includes a spacious and fully
equipped practice facility for the choir and a children’s
nursery.
Administrative Offices: Our roomy, light-filled, and
well-equipped administrative building houses the offices of
our clergy and lay staff.
The grounds also encompass a shaded, serene courtyard with an outdoor chapel, a children’s playground
and a recently expanded memorial garden with a prominent green space, beautiful fountain and an
elegant columbarium. For a detailed look at the layout of our campus, please visit the “About” section of
our website, stmarys-stuart.org
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Our History

Faith and Vision

For many years, early Stuart Episcopalians had to cross the St. Lucie River by boat and then walk to All
Saints Episcopal Church in Jensen Beach. In 1925, they began plans to build an Episcopal church in Stuart,
with a fundraising goal of $30,000. But soon a series of hurricanes struck, banks closed, the Great
Depression set in and plans to build a new church were set aside.

Plans were dashed, but faith endured, and in 1930 a
newly-organized Stuart Episcopal congregation
purchased the former Methodist Church for $300 and
moved it to two donated lots on West Third Street. The
congregation, armed with hammers, pins, needles and
other materials, transformed the building, and St. Mary’s
was consecrated as a mission church by the Bishop of
South Florida in January 1932.

St Mary’s -1932

St Mary’s -1951
As Stuart grew, so did the congregation. Through a
generous donation, the current church property on
Hospital Avenue and East Ocean Boulevard was
acquired and ground was broken on a new church in
1949. The first service was held on Palm Sunday,
April 2, 1950. St. Mary’s Episcopal Church gained full
parish status in 1951.

Today, through faith and vision, St. Mary’s
campus spans two city blocks in the heart of
beautiful, vibrant Stuart. Our parishioners come
from across Martin County, which has grown to
over 160,000 people. What began as a small
mission church in 1932 has become a vital
center for bringing God’s word, love and grace
to the Martin County community and beyond.

St Mary’s -Today
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Where We Live

Paradise of the Treasure Coast

St. Mary’s hometown of Stuart is a waterfront jewel on Florida’s Treasure Coast. Located on the St. Lucie
River 45 minutes north of West Palm Beach, the city offers a variety of lifestyles for residents and visitors
alike. From the fisherman to the gourmet, the
fine arts enthusiast to the historian and the
beachcomber to the boater, Stuart and Martin
County provide an abundance of activities for
everyone. Horse country, a barrier island and
world-class shopping are all nearby. Halfway
between Miami and Orlando, Stuart’s location
makes daytrips to South Beach, Disneyworld
and other theme parks easy and convenient.
Known as the “Sailfish Capital of the World,”
Stuart was recently selected as one of the
South’s Best Small Towns by Southern Living
magazine. In 2016, Coastal Living magazine
named it America’s Happiest Seaside Town.
Downtown Stuart offers a vibrant collection of shops, restaurants and entertainment. The Lyric Theater
provides a full, year-round schedule of shows and entertainment, and arts organizations, including the
Atlantic Classical Orchestra and the Elliott Museum, abound on the Treasure Coast.
The citizens of Martin County are known for their environmental activism
and a desire to protect the quality of life we hold dear. The county has
an abundance of golf courses, 21 miles of superb beaches and 35,000
acres of nature preserves. The county boasts high quality healthcare
provided by Cleveland Clinic, an award-winning public school system
and several private schools, both independent and religious. The Martin
County School System is among the top 10 districts in Florida, ranking
sixth out of 69 counties.
Beyond tourism, boating and light industry, the county depends on
construction, agriculture, trade and services. The fast-growing region is
becoming more economically and culturally diverse and experiencing an
influx of professionals with young families. We are blessed indeed to call
such a dynamic and beautiful community our home!

Stuart named one of
the South’s Best
Small Towns by
Southern Living in
2022
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Diocese of Southeast Florida
Our diocese is home to 76 congregations
and 38,000 Episcopalians. We are ably led by
the Right Reverend Peter Eaton, our Bishop
since 2016, who is based in the diocese’s
mother church, Trinity Cathedral in Miami.
Large geographically, the diocese includes
portions of six counties stretching south from
Jensen Beach to Key West and as far west as
Clewiston. It is also extremely diverse,
counting among its members the very poor
and the very affluent, illiterate and highly
educated, rural and urban. Members include
a large segment of immigrants and firstgeneration Americans, many of whom speak
English as a second language or not at all
and worship in Spanish or Creole.

“The elders who rule well are to be considered worthy of double
honor, especially those who work hard at preaching and teaching.”
1 Timothy 5:17
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Search Committee and How to Apply
The Rector Search committee, formed in January 2022, has worked diligently to discern the needs and
desires of the parish as we seek a new rector.
The Rector Search Committee
thanks you for your interest:
•

Maureen Cotter, Chair

•

Bob Brown, Chaplain

•

Kasia D’Auria

•

Cindy Eaton

•

Sally Hastings

•

Tami Larkan

•

John Norris

•

Karlette Peck

•

Mary Shaw

If you discern that God may be
calling you to St. Mary’s, please
submit the following:
•

Resume/CV

•

A copy of your updated OTM
profile

•

A letter of interest that highlights
how you feel you meet the needs
of St. Mary’s and why you feel
called to serve as our rector.

Please submit them to:
The Reverend Canon Jason Roberson
Canon Missioner for Congregational
Vitality & Transitions
Diocese of Southeast Florida
jason@diosef.org
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“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you
and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”
Jeremiah 29:11
St. Mary’s Episcopal Church

623 SE Ocean Blvd.
Stuart, FL 34994
(772) 287-3244
stmarys-stuart.org

