Birthdays:

Bill Morrison, Heloise Wu, Bill McNiff

Friday’s Calendar
7:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
8:00 p.m.

AA “Hour of Power”
A Way Out
Life Group
Bible Study
Friday Night Young Peoples’ AA

Today’s Ministry:

Shepherd Group

By Kim Koi
Used with permission from the BIBLE READING FELLOWSHIP
PO Box 380, Winter Park, FL 32790
www.biblereading.org

Good News Daily

Saturday, October 27

Luke 11:1-13 “For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who
searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened…If
you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how
much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask
him!” (vv.10, 13)
Jesus came announcing God’s kingdom, and it was not what the
people expected. God’s heart was always one of forgiveness (just read
the Psalms for today). God’s heart was always to be present with His
people. But over time, we tend to make it less about being with God and
more about following rules. Growing up in church, I knew God. I tried to
live a life that I thought would honor God. But most of the time, I thought a
godly life was about me and how well I followed the rules.
Then, my freshman year of college, I remember walking down a
hallway and asking God to lead me. I would not have described it this
way, but I asked for the Holy Spirit that day. And I know that God was
pleased to give that good gift! Following Jesus is not about rules. It is
about admitting our inability to earn our way into God’s favor, and asking,
searching, knocking. When we do, we receive, we find, and the door is
opened. So, friend, quit your striving today. Ask… search… knock. Your
Father is waiting to give you the good gift of His kingdom!
Esther 2:12-23; Psalms 30, 32; Revelation 10:1-11
Birthday:

Valerie Cody

Anniversary:

Jim & Georgia Besecker

Saturday’s Calendar
7:00 a.m.
7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
5:00 p.m.

AA “Hour of Power”
Alpha Retreat
Shepherd Group
AA Step Study for Women
Holy Eucharist, Rite II

Today’s Ministry:

St Mary’s Closet Thrift Store

“Growing into Jesus - Reaching out with love”
The Clergy
The Rev. Dr. Todd L. Cederberg, Rector - frtodd@stmarys-stuart.org
The Rev. Christian S. Anderson, Assistant Rector - christian@stmarys-stuart.org
The Rev. Steve Fregeau, Retired Assisting - frsteve@stmarys-stuart.org

Lay Staff
Pat Channing, Praise Band Director - pat@stmarys-stuart.org
Kim Collins, Nursery Care Ministry/Events - kim@stmarys-stuart.org
Debbie Flerx, Assistant to the Clergy - debbie@stmarys-stuart.org
Brandon Glick, Music Ministry Director - brandon@stmarys-stuart.org
Sheryl Konen, Office Manager - sheryl@stmarys-stuart.org
Phillip Lindecamp, Sexton/Facilities - phil@stmarys-stuart.org
Alexis Stuckey, Youth Ministry Director - alexis@stmarys-stuart.org
Hernan Welch, Parish Administrator - hernan@stmarys-stuart.org

Sunday, October 21
Matthew 16:13-20 He asked his disciples, “Who do people say that the
Son of Man is?” And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, but others
Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” He said to them,
“But who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter answered, “You are the
Messiah, the Son of the Living God.” (vv.13-16 NRSV)
Who is Jesus? We must all answer that question. Is he a good
moral teacher, a prophet, a liar? That is what some people who saw and
heard Jesus thought. They didn’t know what to make of him. A few
months ago, I was talking with a friend who is struggling with this very
question. I shared with her that, sure, Jesus is a great teacher. Sure, he
is a good person who lived well and is an example to us. But I can’t get
past the crucifixion and resurrection. That makes Jesus different. He is
like me, but he isn’t like me. He is the Messiah.
Her response: If this is true, then it changes everything! If this is
true, it is the greatest news of all time and we should tell everyone all the
time! She doesn’t yet believe it, but she is right. If we believe Jesus is the
Son of the Living God, that belief changes everything. So, let me ask you,
who do you say that Jesus is?
Song of Solomon 2:8-17; Psalms 148, 149, 150; 1 Corinthians 10:1-13

Birthdays:

Gavin Gumbinner, Jacqueline Anson, Noah Lorr

Sunday’s Calendar
7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

Today’s Ministry:

DISCRETIONARY SUNDAY
Holy Eucharist, Rite I
Contemporary Family Worship Service
Holy Eucharist, Rite II
Coffee Hour - Smith Hall after 10:30 A.M. Service
Nursing Home & Home Visitors

Monday, October 22

St. Mary’s Episcopal Church
623 SE Ocean Blvd. | Stuart, FL 34994
Phone (772) 287-3244 | www.stmarys-stuart.org

Luke 9:51-62 As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I
will follow you wherever you go.” And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have
holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to
lay his head.” (vv.57-58)
If Jesus is the Messiah, everything changes. In our Gospel

passage today, it mentions that Jesus had “set his face to go to
Jerusalem” (v.51). This act defines who he is as Messiah—one who
would die for the world he came to save. Most Jewish people at this time
expected the Messiah to come as a conquering warrior or a majestic king,
not as a wandering teacher who taught death as the way to life. But that
is who Jesus is.
Some will not receive him. To follow Jesus is not a “Jesus
and…” proposition. There is only one way to follow Jesus—with your
whole life. This is hard—not popular and not comfortable. When I really
started to follow Jesus, he began to ask for different aspects of my life.
Some of those things were small—movies and TV shows that I liked but
weren’t good for my soul. Some of those things were big—my career
choices and what neighborhood I lived in. Some of those things were
harder to surrender to him than others; but each time, I discovered that
Jesus is worth it. Following Jesus is not easy, but it is good.
Song of Solomon 4:1—5:1; Psalm 25; Revelation 7:1-8

Birthdays:

Tom Brothers, Margie Guin, Rich Burke, Amber
Resetar, Amanda Prevatte, Evey Bassion, Anne
Marraffino

Anniversaries:

Jim & Shelly Parker, Michael & Jackie Yocom

Monday’s Calendar
7:00 a.m.
5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.

AA “Hour of Power”
Stephen Ministry Supervision
ACA Families

Today’s Ministry:

Office Volunteers

Tuesday, October 23

Luke 10:1-16 He said to them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers
are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his
harvest. Go on your way. See, I am sending you out like lambs into the
midst of wolves.” (vv. 2-3)
For those of us who follow Jesus, we have a mission. Our
mission, should we choose to accept it, is declaring that “The kingdom of
God has come near” (vv.9, 11). In this passage, we see two responses to
this message (and to the person of Jesus, as we saw yesterday). Some
respond with joy while others respond with disdain or apathy. However,
regardless of response, we are to proclaim the message.
Recently I was meeting with friends on a community college
campus. We were studying the Bible together when a student walked up
to invite us to a club party. We talked with her for a few moments, and
then said that we were Christians and asked if we could pray for her in
any way. Immediately, she opened up and told us about a very difficult
situation in her life. As we prayed, she wept. Afterward she said that she
believed God had led her to talk to us that day. Some will respond with
joy.
Song of Solomon 5:2—6:3; Psalms 26, 28; Revelation 7:9-17
Birthdays:

Barbara Brisebois, Debbie Mills, Jaxon Scott, Luke
Ciliberti

Anniversary:

Chris & Lauren Gerbino

Tuesday’s Calendar
7:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
12:10 p.m.
2:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

AA “Hour of Power”
DOK Training
Holy Eucharist & Healing
Stewardship Meeting
Overeaters’ Anonymous
Vestry Meeting

Today’s Ministry:

Outreach Committee

Today’s Ministry:

Praise Band

Thursday, October 25

Wednesday, October 24

Luke 10:17-24 The seventy returned with joy…At that same hour Jesus
rejoiced in the Holy Spirit and said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven
and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and the
intelligent and have revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for such was
your gracious will.” (vv.17, 21)
When we bring the message of the kingdom to the world, we
experience joy and Jesus experiences joy! Every time a conversation
turns to spiritual things, especially Jesus, I get nervous. My stomach
churns, my words get muddled, and I wish that someone else who knew
more or could say it better was there instead of me. When I was talking
with my friend (see Sunday), I felt like I was saying all the wrong things. It
was awkward. I was awkward. Thank goodness for Jesus’ words in our
reading today—the gospel is not just for the wise or intelligent. God
reveals it to all, even to infants!
By the end of our conversation, my friend thanked me, saying
she had a lot to think about! Later that night, I prayed with joy, rejoicing
that she saw Jesus in a new way through our conversation. And I sensed
God’s joy that I had not wiggled out of the conversation, but stayed
engaged, even in my inadequacy and insecurity. Who might God be
calling you to speak to this week about Jesus and his message? How
might you find joy in the midst of awkwardness?
Song of Solomon 8:5-14; Psalm 38; Revelation 8:1-13

Luke 10:25-37 “And who is my neighbor?” (v.29b)
Imagine Jesus’ story this way: A man on his way to church
passed through an inner-city neighborhood. He was mugged, beaten, and
left unconscious on the curb. A pastor driving by saw the man but drove
on, afraid it was a scam. Similarly, a Bible study leader saw the man but
did not stop as he was running late for Bible study. Lastly, a local drug
dealer rode by, saw the man, and stopped. He picked the man up,
bandaged his wounds and took him to the Vacation Lodge, paid for two
days and told the manager he would be back in a couple days to pay
whatever else was needed. Who was the neighbor?
Does this story sound outrageous? When Jesus told it, it was
equally outrageous to his hearers. God’s kingdom is an upside-down
kingdom. So, who is your neighbor? “Go and do likewise” (v.37).
Esther 1:1-4, 9-12, 16-22; Psalm 37:1-18; Revelation 9:1-12
Birthdays:

Victor Rivas, Nicole Winchip, Nora Saunders, Lynn
Smith, Madison Weidman

Thursday’s Calendar
7:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
5:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

AA “Hour of Power”
Holy Eucharist
ACA Men’s Group
Choir
Al-Anon “Stepping Stones”

Today’s Ministry:

Praying Hands

Friday, October 26

Birthdays:

Charlie Simon, Franklin Wolfe, Kathy
Pignataro, Ariel Saville

Anniversary:

Bob & Pat Eisenhardt

Wednesday’s Calendar
6:30 a.m.
7:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
4:45 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

Men’s Bible Study
AA “Hour of Power”
Holy Eucharist
Staff Meeting
Stephen Ministry Care
Mary’s Kitchen
AA “Daily Reflections”
Life Groups
Alpha Dinner and Course

Luke 10:38-42 “Martha, Martha, you are worried and distracted by many
things; there is need of only one thing. Mary has chosen the better part,
which will not be taken away from her.” (vv.41b-42)
We often read this passage as a condemnation of Martha. But
Martha was doing what she should have been doing. She was playing the
part of a woman in that society. Mary is the one who was breaking all
cultural norms! In this time, the only ones who sat at the feet of Jesus
listening to him teach were the disciples—the men. Yet, that is exactly
where we find Mary. When Martha rightly tries to return Mary to her
proper place, Jesus affirms Mary’s choice, and even goes beyond
affirmation to declare that Mary’s choice of discipleship is the only thing
that is needed!
The kingdom of God is an upside-down kingdom. It is a kingdom
where women are disciples; where there is no need to work to earn our
place. The only thing needed is to place ourselves at his feet as disciples.
So, take a seat. Jesus welcomes you there.
Esther 2:1-11; Psalm 31; Revelation 9:13-21

