by Pamela Newton
Saturday, April 6
John 6:60‐71 “The Spirit alone gives eternal life. Human eﬀort accomplishes
nothing. And the very words I have spoken to you are spirit and life.” (v.63)
Many people think of themselves as “a good person.” They might
even say, “I’m a good person. I’m sure I will go to heaven.” On the other hand,
some people think they have done more good things for God than doing bad
things during their life me.
Just like in this passage, some people find the gospel oﬀensive and
narrow‐minded. And yet Jesus con nues to speak truth. He reminds us that
nothing we do in our own eﬀort will be able to bring about spiritual life. We
cannot earn God’s love—or be good enough to get into heaven by what we do
or don’t do.
You might also have heard it said, “It’s not about you.” Jesus agrees.
It’s all about him, his work accomplished at the cross and his work in us on our
behalf. May we remember to feed on Jesus daily. Let us allow the Spirit to bring
us life.
Jeremiah 23:9‐15; Psalms 107:33‐43, 108; Romans 9:1‐18
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“Growing into Jesus - Reaching out with love”

Saturday’s Calendar:
7:00 a.m.

AA “Hour of Power”

8:00 a.m.

Life Group Leaders Mee ng

9:30 a.m.

AA Step Study for Women

5:00 p.m.

Holy Eucharist, Rite II
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Sunday, March 31
Mark 8:11‐21 The Pharisees came and began to ques on Jesus. To test him,
they asked him for a sign from heaven. He sighed deeply and said, “Why does
this genera on ask for a sign? Truly I tell you, no sign will be given to it.” Then
he le them, got back into the boat and crossed to the other side. (vv.11‐13
NIV)
Have you ever thought of yourself as a Pharisee? I have on occasion,
but generally like to think of myself as a bit more humble. A er this reading
though, my conscience was pricked. How o en have I ques oned Jesus? How
o en have I tested Jesus? How o en have I asked God for a sign?
God wants me to know His will and does not hide Himself or the path I
am to take. But these verses cau on me not to be more interested in a “sign” or
tangible proof of what God is telling me. It is about my a tude. When the
Pharisees insisted on a sign to test Jesus, that is when Jesus le them.
God wants me to trust and believe Him—not the outward signs or
circumstances He chooses to allow. My a tude and intent are what ma ers. I
choose to have faith in the person of Jesus—not what he does or doesn’t do.
How about you?
Jeremiah 14:1‐9, 17‐22; Psalms 66, 67; Gala ans 4:21—5:1
Birthdays:

Bonnie Rogers, Kathy Connolly, Nat Hill,
Tristan Mack, Colby Mack, Lauren Hill,
Graham Sanderson

Anniversaries:

Kris n & Tom Winter

Sunday’s Calendar :

DISCRETIONARY SUNDAY

7:30 a.m.

Holy Eucharist, Rite I

9:00 a.m.

Contemporary Family Worship Service

9:00 a.m.

Holy Eucharist, Rite II

10:15 a.m.

Coﬀee Hour in the Courtyard

10:15 a.m.

Stephen Leaders Mee ng

11:00 a.m.

Financial Peace

11:00 a.m.

Holy Eucharist, Rite II

Today’s Ministry:

Women’s Cursillo

Monday, April 1
Psalm 89:1‐18 Happy are those who hear the joyful call to worship, for they will
walk in the light of your presence, L
. (v.15 NLT)
In the readings for today there is a contrast between following sinful
ways or righteous ways. It brought to mind the first days of when I came to
know Christ in a personal rela onship with him. I felt such a relief of heaviness.
It was as if someone turned on the lights for me.
This psalm states what I was feeling. I was no longer bound to live
with heaviness, enslaved to works of darkness. It was as if God was shining His
light on me and the path He wanted me to take. My eyes were opened to the
happiness of knowing and following God.
It is s ll a promise for me many years later. As I con nue to walk with
God, He provides light and direc on for every step I take. Happiness and joy
never get old, even though I do.
Jeremiah 16:10‐21; Romans 7:1‐12; John 6:1‐15
Birthdays:

Diane de Harter, Maria Yeagley

Anniversaries:

Shannon & Bryce Cooper

Monday’s Calendar:
7:00 a.m.

AA “Hour of Power”

5:30 p.m.

ACA Families

5:30 p.m.

Stephen Ministry Supervision

Today’s Ministry:

Capital Campaign

Tuesday, April 2
John 6:16‐27 “But don’t be so concerned about perishable things like food.
Spend your energy seeking the eternal life that the Son of Man can give you. For
God the Father has given me the seal of his approval.” (v.27)
Jesus had just fed a huge crowd. They all ate and were sa sfied. There
were even le overs! But s ll they wanted more and sought Jesus out.
Jesus reveals the group’s real mo ve which was simply to be fed
physically once again. The people were mostly interested in what Jesus could do
for them. They seemed to completely miss the spiritual side of what he oﬀered.
He told them it wasn’t about the things (bread and fish), but about
seeking him and his kingdom. Some mes you and I get it wrong too. We seek
the hand of Jesus and not the person of Jesus. At mes we may be more
interested in the solu on and end to our diﬃculty rather than in our spiritual
growth and rela onship with him. Today, may we be reminded to spend our
energy on what really ma ers—seeking Jesus and becoming more like him.
Jeremiah 17:19‐27; Psalms 97, 99, 100; Romans 7:13‐25
Birthdays:

Pat Northcu , Kathryn Anson, Corey Ferrera,
Sydney Shumaker,

Tuesday’s Calendar :
7:00 a.m.

AA “Hour of Power”

9:30 a.m.

Women’s Bible Study

12:10 p.m.

Holy Eucharist

3:00 p.m.

Finance Commi ee Mee ng

6:00 p.m.

Overeaters’ Anonymous

Today’s Ministry:

Children’s Choir

Wednesday, April 3
John 6:27‐40 Then Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life.” (v.35a NIV)
This metaphor Jesus uses for himself, as bread, is very telling. Jesus
uses something very basic and accessible to most human beings. Even many
poor people are able to buy or make bread. It is something basic. Simple.
Needful.
Jesus is le ng us know that a rela onship with him is a basic
necessity. Bread is something simple, basic, and needful. He is making himself
available—even to poor. Jesus oﬀers himself as what is the most essen al. If we
don’t eat or drink, we die. If we don’t have Jesus, we die—not just physically but
also spiritually.
Are we partaking of this “Jesus bread” daily? Am I ea ng and filling
myself up with him? It is simple. Needful. Are you hungry? Jesus says, “Come
and eat.”
2 Jeremiah 18:1‐11; Psalms 101, 109; Romans 8:1‐11

over to God in praise for all He has done. The second is when I am completely
overwhelmed with sorrow or emo onal distress. Both mes, I find myself
speechless.
I have a daughter who is a single mom to her five‐year‐old son. Life is
hard for her. In prayer for her and my grandson, I can be easily overcome with
emo on. Some mes, I simply let tears come and ask the Holy Spirit to say to the
Father what I cannot. Peace follows, knowing the Spirit has prayed exactly
according to the Father’s will.
What a marvelous assurance to have! Thank You, Father, for Your Son
and the Holy Spirit who plead on our behalf.
Jeremiah 22:13‐23; Psalm 69; John 6:41‐51
Birthdays:

Doris Thackrah, Pa y Downing, Jack Beebe

Thursday’s Calendar:
7:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

AA “Hour of Power”
Holy Eucharist

5:30 p.m.

ACA Men’s Group

4:30 p.m.

Children’s Choir Rehearsal

6:30 p.m.

Choir Rehearsal

7:00 p.m.

Al‐Anon “Stepping Stones”

Birthdays:

Dori Pursoo, David Pi man, Christopher Hudson

Today’s Ministry:

Anniversaries:
Wednesday’s Calendar:

Sandra & Nat Hill

Friday, April 5
Romans 8:28‐39 Can anything ever separate us from Christ’s love? Does it mean
he no longer loves us if we have trouble or calamity, or are persecuted, or hungry,
or des tute, or in danger, or threatened with death? (v.35)
This por on of Scripture is so incredibly powerful! One can feel the
excitement building as the words draw the chapter to a close: “nothing in all crea‐
on will ever be able to separate us from the love of God” (v.39).
We live in a fallen world. Daily, we face personal struggles, health crises,
poli cal turmoil, financial stress, and some mes even spiritual disappointment.
Even though I don’t like to admit it or say it out loud, some mes I wonder if
circumstances will prevail instead of God. That is brutal honesty.
The apostle Paul is reminding us that despite circumstances—job loss,
cancer, death of a loved one, hunger—God will love us and see us through. Our
job is to let Him. Will you remain in the powerful love of God through Christ
today?
Jeremiah 23:1‐8; Psalm 102; John 6:52‐59

6:30 a.m.

Men’s Bible Study

7:00 a.m.

AA “Hour of Power”

9:30 a.m.

Holy Eucharist

10:00 a.m.

Adult Life Group

10:30 a.m.

Staﬀ Mee ng

4:45 p.m.

Mary’s Kitchen

5:30 p.m.

AA “Daily Reflec ons”

6:00 p.m.

Life Groups

6:00 p.m.

Simple Soup Supper

6:30 p.m.

Lenten Series with Vic Copen

7:00 p.m.

OA Mee ng

Birthdays:

Choir

Friday’s Calendar:

Coﬀee Hour Ministry

Shirley Clarke, Ron Strang, Myra White,
Susan Beebe

Today’s Ministry:

Thursday, April 4
Romans 8:12‐27 And the Holy Spirit helps us in our weakness. For example, we
don’t know what God wants us to pray for. But the Holy Spirit prays for us with
groanings that cannot be expressed in words. (v.26 NLT)
“I’m at a loss for words.” Have you ever spoken that phrase? There
are two par cular mes I find myself in this posi on. One is when I am
completely filled with joy and thanksgiving and want to give my en re being

7:00 a.m.

AA “Hour of Power”

9:00 a.m.

A Way Out

9:30 a.m.

Life Group

10:00 a.m.

Bible Study

8:00 p.m.
Today’s Ministry:

Friday Night Young Peoples’ AA
Counters

