Knowing that all of my life circumstances are under the control of
God, who is delighted to be part of them with me, I recall a season of
confusion. Doors were closing in an area important to me. It grew into
frustration, self-blame, false guilt, over striving, and judgment. It was not a
pleasant time. Meanwhile, there were so many awesome ways God was
blessing me in this same place. What was the truth?
I asked God for help and shared my thoughts and emotions. His
truth about this issue and my role in it released me from all negativity; his
affirmation brought great peace. He told me the situation was not about
me; His blessings for me were valid; it was His business to judge and to
shine light. It was my job to stay close to Him; to learn and grow from Him.
My trust in God grew longer legs that day.
Deuteronomy 7:12-16; Titus 2:1-15; John 1:35-42

Birthdays:

Saturday’s Calendar:
7:00 a.m.

AA “Hour of Power”

9:30 a.m.

AA Step Study for Women

5:00 p.m.

Holy Eucharist, Rite II

5:30 p.m.

Cocktails & Dinner NAACP Dinner
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Jose Farinos, Katie Astras, Abi Noyes

Friday’s Calendar:
7:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
8:00 p.m.
Today’s Ministry:

AA “Hour of Power”
A Way Out
Life Group
Bible Study
Friday Night Young Peoples’ AA
Wedding Guild

Saturday, March 9
John 1:43-51 “Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?” Nathanael
asked. “Come and see,” said Philip. When Jesus saw Nathanael
approaching, he said of him, “Here is a true Israelite, in whom there is
nothing false.” “How do you know me?” Nathanael asked. Jesus answered,
“I saw you while you were still under the fig tree before Philip called
you.” (vv.46-48 NIV)
Nathanael declared Jesus was the Son of God and became a
disciple after they met. Yet, he didn’t expect much of anything good from
Nazareth. If he hadn’t agreed to come with Philip, what might have
happened instead? Just think of opportunities gained because of
persistence or lost because of ignorance, prejudice, or….
It reminds me a five-hour trip to visit my elderly stepmother,
whom I love dearly. I was tired and busy, but returned with blessings of
laughter, tears, and the memory of her drawing my face close so she could
see me. Then, there is the conference I attend out of duty and with low
expectations. Not familiar with either the speaker or the audience, I
struggled spending my Saturday there. I returned blessed with new friends
and new ideas. God is so cool. He knows just what we need now. Talking
with Jesus and living in that thin air is life giving. Jesus continues his journey
to the cross for each of us today.
Deuteronomy 7:17-26; Psalms 30, 32; Titus 3:1-15
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XIX
Sunday, March 3
Deuteronomy 6:1-9 Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all
your soul and with all your strength. These commandments that I give you
today are to be upon your hearts. (vv.5-6 NIV)
Moses is reminding us to make life choices with all that is in us—
from our hearts of love for God. He specifically says heart, not mind,
thought, or emotion. I am reminded of David whom God called “a man after
my own heart” (Acts 13:22). What can we do to have God think of us in that
way?
Clearly, heart choices require transactions of intimate giving to
God and receiving from God. They originate and are nurtured in each of our
unique and special relationships with God. For me, these conversations
require a heart desire to share the good and the bad stuff, to find out how
God sees them, to hear what He thinks and wants for me, and to try to
follow His directions. I have discovered that my issues often are rooted in
my mind, thoughts, or emotions. Discovering God’s love as He shares His
perspective and changes my vision allows me to deeply receive what I need.
That is a heart transaction.
Psalms 148, 149, 150; Hebrews 12:18-29; John 12:24-32
Birthdays:

Sally Murphy, Mel Nobel, Joyce Holmes,
Suzanne Pearson, Addison McGee,
Caden Ferrera

Anniversaries:

Ashley & Chris Anderson

Sunday’s Calendar :

SUNDAY

7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
10:15 a.m.
10:15 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
6:00 p.m.

Today’s Ministry:

Holy Eucharist, Rite I
Contemporary Family Worship Service
Holy Eucharist, Rite II
Coffee Hour in the Courtyard
New Members Meeting
Financial Peace
Holy Eucharist, Rite II
Life Group

Sunday Worship Assistants

Monday, March 4
Psalm 25 The Lord confides in those who fear him; he makes his covenant
known to them. (v.14)
Here, David tells us that if we make life choices from our hearts of
love for God, God will share His covenant with us. A covenant is a promise
or agreement between two parties. Before Jesus, people could only
approach God through a priest and an animal sacrifice. God has a new
covenant and promise for us. He sent Jesus filled with “The Spirit of
God” (Luke 4:18).
At the Last Supper, Jesus revealed God's plan: “This is the blood of
my covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of
sins” (Matthew 28:28).
As we prepare for a Holy Lent and try to make choices from our
hearts of love for God, who we know because of Jesus, let’s open our hearts
to receive more of the presence of a loving God through the power of the
Holy Spirit that resides in each of us. That is my prayer for myself and for
each of you.
Deuteronomy 6:10-15; Hebrews 1:1-14; John 1:1-18
Birthdays:

Victor Martinez

Anniversaries:

Nicole & Steve Winchip

Monday’s Calendar:

7:00 a.m.

AA “Hour of Power”

5:30 p.m.

ACA Families

5:30 p.m.

Stephen Ministry Supervision

Today’s Ministry:

Table Hoppers

Tuesday, March 5
Psalm 26 My feet stand on level ground; in the great congregation I will
praise the Lord. (v.12 NIV). I’m on the level with you, God; I bless you every
chance I get. (v.12 The Message)
How did David grow to publicly praise God and privately complain
to God? He learned that being level and honest with God brought God’s
truth and peace. His thanksgiving became public praise and blessing of God.
“We know that in all things God works for the good of those who
love him, who have been called according to his purpose” (Romans 28:28).
Yet, why do we so often thank God privately instead of shouting His praises
and singing songs to Him? For me, hearing how God has encountered us in
these difficult places brings me encouragement and hope. My prayer is that
God blesses each of us with a renewed presence and understanding of
God’s love and suffering for us.
Deuteronomy 6:16-25; Psalm 28; Hebrews 2:1-10; John 1:19-28

Birthdays:

Joe Johnson

Tuesday’s Calendar :

12:10 p.m.

Imposition of Ashes

4:45 p.m.

Mary’s Kitchen

5:15 p.m.

Imposition of Ashes Mary’s Kitchen

7:00 a.m.

AA “Hour of Power”

5:30 p.m.

AA “Daily Reflections”

9:30 a.m.

Women’s Bible Study

6:00 p.m.

Life Groups

Holy Eucharist

7:00 p.m.

Imposition of Ashes

12:10 p.m.
3:00 p.m.

Finance Committee Meeting

5:30 p.m.

Shrove Tuesday Pancakes

5:30 p.m.

Soul Care

6:00 p.m.

Overeaters’ Anonymous

Today’s Ministry:

Ushers

Wednesday, March 6
Luke 18:9-14 “But the tax collector stood up at a distance. He would not
even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, “God, have mercy on
me, a sinner.” (v.13 NIV)
We come to Ash Wednesday knowing we will remember our need
before God with the mark of the cross in black ash on our foreheads. The
tax collector knew he was finite and sinful by nature; he knew he needed
God but didn’t feel worthy to look up to heaven. I think of his suffering and
his unworthiness and then… I celebrate his cry for mercy. God knows we are
all tax collectors. We all need God’s mercy.
For me, it is always a desire for power or control, more
possessions, or my pride that take me to a self-imposed separation from
God. God is always with me if I welcome His presence. God is with me when
I need mercy.
As I begin this season, I want to remember the source of the living
water for life and my need for mercy. I want the suffering of Jesus for me to
become a deeper reality and a greater thanksgiving. As a wife, mother,
sister, friend, and grandmother, may I be flooded with this new reality and
may I glorify God by showing mercy in new ways.
Jonah 3:1—4:11; Psalms 95, 32, 143; Hebrews 12:1-14
Birthdays:

Sean Menendez

Anniversaries:

Devin & Rob Weidman

Today’s Ministry:

Vacation Bible School

Thursday, March 7
John 1:29-34 The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said,
“Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!” (v.29)
Under the old covenant, a lamb was sacrificed every morning and
evening in the temple for the sins of the people. To pay for sin, a life had to
be given. Can you imagine a lamb being sacrificed twice daily in our own
sanctuary? Instead, God chose to send the Lamb of God, Jesus, as a perfect
once-for-all-sins sacrifice. John the Baptist introduces Jesus as the Son of
God, and reports God made this revelation during his baptism. Then Jesus’
ministry of signs, miracles, wonders, and his journey to the cross began.
How awesome God is to show us who He is by giving us these
accounts of Jesus’ ministry and the relationship Father and Son had. The
end goal for God the Father and God the Son was aligned. The end goal was
to ensure a transforming relationship with each of us. Our Jesus loved us
because he knew love from his Father. That love made every step to the
cross for us. As we give up or take on something for Jesus today, let’s
ponder that.
Deuteronomy 7: 6-11; Psalm 37:1-18; Titus 1:1-16
Birthdays:

Zach Chapman

Thursday’s Calendar:
7:00 a.m.

AA “Hour of Power”

10:00 a.m.

Holy Eucharist

10:30 a.m.

Altar Guild Meeting

5:30 p.m.

ACA Men’s Group

6:30 p.m.

Choir Rehearsal

7:00 p.m.

Al-Anon “Stepping Stones”

Wednesday’s Calendar:
6:30 a.m.

Men’s Bible Study

7:00 a.m.

AA “Hour of Power”

7:30 a.m.

Imposition of Ashes

10:00 a.m.

Adult Life Group

10:00 a.m.

Staff Meeting

Today’s Ministry:

The Vestry

Friday, March 8
Psalm 31 But, I trust in you, Lord: I say, “You are my God.” My times are in
your hands; deliver me from my enemies and from those who pursue me.
(vv.14-15 NIV)

