
 
 

 
623 East Ocean Boulevard, Stuart, Florida 34994 | Phone (772) 287-3244   | Website: www.stmarys-stuart.org 

August 19th, 2020 
 
Dear Sisters and Brothers: 
 

We will be taking a phased approach to re-opening worship services, starting small and scaling up as we 
develop new habits and protocols, all designed with your safety in mind.  Our first priority is to care for one 
another, especially the most vulnerable.  We know that asymptomatic people can pass the virus to others and 
we have all witnessed in the past month how quickly the Coronavirus can spread if businesses and houses of 
worship re-open without safe protocols in place. 
 

As a church community, we have promised in our Baptismal Covenant to “seek and serve Christ in all persons, 
loving your neighbor as yourself” and to “respect the dignity of each and every person”.  There are some very 
important things for you to know about how worship services will be conducted for the safety and well-being of 
all.  We, the Re-Entry Committee of St. Mary’s, with support from the Vestry have planned with care and devotion 
to the people of St. Mary’s to provide as safe a space as possible to worship together.  If you read Bishop Eaton’s 
publication “On Being Faithful”, this will not come as a surprise to you.  When you register to attend services, we 
ask that you affirm to uphold the safety requirements included in this letter: 
 

1. Online virtual worship is here to stay, and we will continue to have all St. Mary’s services and special 
events available through our website, YouTube and Facebook.  For many parishioners, this will be the 
preferred and most prudent choice.  Those with compromised immune systems and compromised heart 
or lung functions as well as those who share a household with anyone in a high-risk category should 
remain at home.   

2. Worship spaces and restrooms will be cleaned by our sextons before each service.  Due to the difficulty 
in cleaning soft surfaces, pew cushions have been removed. 

3. Online registration via the St. Mary’s website is required for all services, including drive-in worship, to help 
us manage capacity, organize seating and maintain a record of attendance for contact tracing purposes.  
As the greatest demand will be for weekend services, the Monday morning email will include a link to our 
registration system with reservations required by midnight Wednesday; registration for weekday services 
will be included in the Friday email.  We will customize seating arrangements to allow you to sit together 
as a family, appropriately distanced from other attendees.  If you do not have internet access, please call 
the office and we will register for you.  Initially we are limited to 10 attendees per service and ask that you 
register for only one service per month until we can expand to meet demand.  You are free to add your 
name to the waiting list for a service and we will contact you if the service isn’t fully subscribed. 

4. Your temperature will be taken by an usher when you enter the narthex.  You are welcome to enter if 
your temperature is 100.4 degrees or less. 

5. Appropriate social distancing of 6 feet or more will be observed at all times, including entering and exiting 
the church.   



6. Face coverings are required at all times, including outdoors from the time you exit your car until you re-
enter it.  The only exception is when receiving the Eucharist.  Please bring your own face covering as a 
limited supply will be available.  If you are uncomfortable wearing a face covering for long periods of time, 
you are safer participating in virtual worship online. 

7. Please use hand sanitizer when you enter and exit the worship space.  Doors will be propped open to 
minimize contact. 

8. Due to the difficulty in cleaning, all books have been removed from the pew racks.  Please bring your own 
Book of Common Prayer which can easily be purchased on Amazon if you don’t have one.  The Friday 
morning email will continue to provide all worship materials for download on a mobile device which you 
are welcome to use in the service.  Please download the materials before coming to church as our WiFi 
bandwidth may be unable to accommodate the combined demand.  Worship guide contents will also be 
displayed on the screen in the sanctuary.  No printed materials will be provided. 

9. There will be no choir or congregational singing.  
10. One reader will be utilized and no acolytes at this time. 
11. When passing the peace, we will remain touch-free and socially distant with no handshakes or hugs.  No 

holding of hands during The Lord’s Prayer. 
12. There will be no collection taken, however a collection plate will be available at the entrance of the church.  

Our online giving platforms are here to stay and are growing in popularity.  While the economic limitation 
imposed by the situation may be limiting to some, your continued support for the service of the faithful 
is needed and appreciated. 

13. The priest will wear a face mask for the distribution of the body of Christ which will be brought to you at 
your seat.  No gloves are to be worn by the minister or recipient.  We will not be partaking from the 
chalice. 

14. We are unable to provide nursery care or Sunday School, at this time.  
15. Holy water fonts will remain empty. 
16. If you find it necessary to use restroom facilities while on campus, please show courtesy to your fellow 

parishioner by following recommended guidelines for product disposal and handwashing. 
17. Greeters and ushers will be available to help accommodate these protocols.  When in doubt, always err 

on the side of caution and use common sense.  
 
We thank you for your commitment to our mutual safety.  Let us go to love and serve the Lord! 
 
Maureen Cotter 

 
Rector’s Warden and Re-Entry Committee Chairperson 

 


