if we treated everything that breathes, including people we dislike and disagree with, as real sharers in the same breath of life that God gives to all creatures. Perhaps together we could sing beautiful praise to God? Alleluia!
Isaiah 65:13-16; Psalm 148; Revelation 3:7-13; John 6:15-27
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Pat Ferris
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Friday’s Calendar
7:00 a.m.

AA “Hour of Power”

9:00 a.m.

A Way Out

9:30 a.m.

Life Group

10:00 a.m.

Bible Study

8:00 p.m.
Today’s Ministry:

Friday Night Young Peoples’ AA
Flower Guild

Saturday, January 12
John 9:1-12, 35-38 “Neither he nor his parents sinned,” Jesus answered, “he was
born blind so that the works of God might be revealed in him.” (v.3)
After learning a member of our congregation had recently suffered a
severe, damaging heart attack, several parishioners were discussing his misfortune at Coffee Hour. “Well you know he ate too much red meat and fatty food,”
someone said. Another replied, “Yes! And he never exercised.” It appears that
deeply rooted in our minds is the idea that disease and medical misfortune are
frequently the direct result of human misbehavior and moral failure. We seem
to want to find and name how the person caused their own medical problem.
Jesus was having none of this line of thought. Instead, he wanted to
change the context of the conversation from who and how the man came to be
blind to how the man’s blindness might reveal the powerful works and
transforming love of God. I believe what Jesus wants to create in us is a new
perspective and a transformed heart and mind. A new perspective and transformation that finds in all human failure, misfortune, and suffering the potentiality
that the power and love of God will be made present and manifest!
Isaiah 66:1-2, 22-23; Psalms 98, 99, 100; Revelation 3:14-22
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Sunday, January 6
Revelation 21:22-27 I could not see any temple in the city since the Lord God
Almighty and the Lamb were themselves the temple. (v.22 NJB)
Whenever I hear or read this verse, it always brings me up short.
What do you mean “no temple”? Surely in the ultimate manifestation of the
kingdom of God there is going to have to be some kind of incredible, beyond all
description place of worship?
I believe the author of Revelation is trying to tell us that in the full
reality of the kingdom of God established, we will come to know the Lord God
Almighty and the Risen and Ascended Christ face to face, forever and all
eternity.
In this earthly life, we build worship spaces to help focus our minds,
hearts, and souls on the reality of the Lord God Almighty and the Risen and
Ascended Christ we cannot now fully grasp or know face to face. However, the
New Creation will come—when divine realities our minds cannot now even
comprehend will be the known reality in which we will live, move, and have our
being. There is wonder, joy, and mystery awaiting us. Alleluia!
Isaiah 52:7-10; Psalms 46, 97; Matthew 12:14-21
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Kristen Winter, Dwight Geiger, Frazier Geiger
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Richard & Sally Kurts, Edward & Stephanie
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Sunday’s Calendar

TRUE FUND SUNDAY

7:30 a.m.

Holy Eucharist, Rite I

9:00 a.m.

Contemporary Family Worship Service

9:00 a.m.

Holy Eucharist, Rite II

10:15 a.m.

Coffee Hour - after 9:00 A.M. Services

11:00 a.m.

Holy Eucharist, Rite II

Today’s Ministry:

Counters

Tuesday’s Calendar

Monday, January 7
Psalm 103 Yahweh is tenderness and pity, slow to anger and rich in faithful
love. (v.8)
I’ve come to realize there is a decision of faith that each of us has to
make in the depths of our heart, mind, and soul. It’s a “leap of faith” we have to
make without having anything or anyone else to believe for us or prove the
decision we make is absolutely correct.
The decision is this: Is God tenderness and pity, slow to anger and rich
in faithful love, or is God stern, judgmental, punishing, and loving only if we
follow the rules to the letter?
I finally decided I had to make that decision based on my own
experience. My experience has been that God is tenderness and pity, slow to
anger and rich in faithful love.
In the Church, since childhood, I have experienced Christians who
have made the opposite choice. They treated me and others according to that
decision. They leave in their wake people who are afraid of God, hurt, and unloved. Deciding that God is love has brought me hope, joy, and the repeated
gift of New Life!
Isaiah 52:3-6; Revelation 2:1-7; John 2:1-11
Birthdays:
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Monday’s Calendar
7:00 a.m.

AA “Hour of Power”

5:30 p.m.

ACA Families

Today’s Ministry:

Daughters of the King

Tuesday, January 8
Psalm 118 This is the day which Yahweh has made, a day for us to rejoice and be
glad. (v.24)
Years ago, a youth minister convinced me I should wake up each
morning and thank God for “another day of life and being.”
After doing that thanksgiving each day, what I then immediately
thought about was everything I had to do that day, all that I had to be responsible for and, often, the unpleasant encounters with unpleasant people I would
face.
About twenty years ago, I asked my Trappist spiritual guide about the
prayer I began each day with and the negative thoughts that followed. He said,
“John the problem with that prayer is the word ‘another.’ Try giving thanking
God for a new day of life and being. That’ll open you up to the possibilities of
the day, not the responsibilities.” It has worked! The prayer now opens up a
new day of life and possibility for me. Think of it! Each day God has made a new
day for us, filled with the potential for new life, new hope, and new reconciliation. Now that is a day to rejoice and be glad about!
Isaiah 59:15-21; Psalms 117; Revelation 2:8-17; John 4:46-54
Birthdays:

John Dimbat, Pam Smith, Terry Mills, Ephrem Baker

7:00 a.m.

12:10 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
Today’s Ministry:

AA “Hour of Power”

Holy Eucharist
Overeaters’ Anonymous
Eucharistic Visitors

Wednesday, January 9
John 5:1-15 Jesus said, “Do you want to be well again?” “Sir,” replied the sick
man, “I have no one to put me into the pool when the water is disturbed; and
while I am still on the way, someone else gets down there before me.” (vv.6b-7)
Whenever I read or hear this passage of Scripture, I’m reminded of
what a minister friend of mine preached about it in a sermon. He said, “It’s very
interesting that the long-ill man never answered Jesus’ simple question, ‘Do you
want to be well again?’ Instead, the man launched into complaining about why
he couldn’t be healed. How incredibly human!”
Recalling that sermon reminds me about how often when I pray, asking for our Lord to do something, I begin with complaints about what has
happened to lead me to pray for help. Fortunately, the Lord, in His great love, is
very patient with us.
The take away learning here is that we can simply ask the Lord for
help. He already knows what has happened to lead us to ask for help in the first
place. We can trust him to understand and do what is best for us!
The long-ill man didn’t need the pool, he needed Jesus. Jesus is what
we need. Amen!
Isaiah 63:1-5; Psalms 121, 122, 123; Revelation 2:18-29
Birthdays:

Claudia Worley, Conner Honea
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Richard & Suzzanne Burke

Thursday, January 10
John 6:1-14 Then Jesus took the loaves, gave thanks, and distributed them to
those who were sitting there; he then did the same with the fish, distributing as
much as they wanted. (v.11)
In John’s account of the Miracle of the Loaves, the actions in this
verse—taking, giving thanks, breaking, and distributing—are what happens each
time we gather to celebrate and receive Holy Communion.
For me, the key words in this verse are “distributing as much as they
wanted.” We come to Holy Communion seeking to receive something—be it
healing, forgiveness, or renewal of Christ’s presence and new life within and
among us. We come seeking and hoping, and we all receive as much as we
want!
Sunday morning Holy Communion is like any gathering of people. It’s
busy and active, with much to hear, see, and experience. It’s never as quiet as
we’d like, and the service moves by very quickly. Yet, every Sunday morning, I
hope and pray that all us present, sisters and brothers in Christ, will be able to
experience something of the miracle that is taking place. We are all being
“ransomed, healed, restored, and
forgiven” through receiving the Body and
Blood of Christ!
Isaiah 65:1-9; Psalms 138, 139; Revelation 3:1-6;
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AA “Hour of Power”

10:00 a.m.

Holy Eucharist

10:30 a.m.

Altar Guild Meeting

5:30 p.m.

ACA Men’s Group

4:30 p.m.

Children’s Choir Rehearsal

6:30 p.m.

Choir Rehearsal

7:00 p.m.

Al-Anon “Stepping Stones”

Wednesday’s Calendar
6:30 a.m.

Men’s Bible Study

7:00 a.m.

AA “Hour of Power”

9:30 a.m.

Holy Eucharist

10:00 a.m.

Staff Meeting

10:00 a.m.

Adult Life Group

11:00 a.m.

Stephen Ministry Care

4:45 p.m.

Mary’s Kitchen

5:30 p.m.

AA “Daily Reflections”

6:00 p.m.

Life Groups

Today’s Ministry:

Facilities Committee

Today’s Ministry:

Finance Committee

Friday, January 11
Psalm 150 Let everything that breathes praise Yahweh. Alleluia! (v.6)
Several times a week, I take a morning walk on a trail through the
woods. If I get there before the foot and bicycle traffic gets too heavy, there are
a of woodland creatures near the trail.
When I was a Boy Scout, our Scoutmaster taught us that if we talked
to birds and animals as “real beings,” rather than objects, they would often
stand still—listening or even coming nearer.
Recently, I came upon a pair of tiny, beautifully marked Finches. I gently greeted them, telling them how beautiful they looked. They looked at me. As
I slowly moved away, they followed for a few feet, one ever chirped a bit of a
song. Thinking about this later, I thought about how different our lives would be

