Friday’s Calendar

7:00 a.m. AA “Hour of Power”
9:00 a.m. A Way Out
9:30 a.m. Life Group
10:00 a.m. Bible Study
8:00 p.m. Friday Night Young Peoples’ AA
Today’s Ministry: Praise Band

Saturday, September 8

John 10:1-18 But he who enters by the door is the shepherd of the sheep.
To him the gatekeeper opens; the sheep hear his voice, and he calls his
own sheep by name and leads them out. When he has brought out all his
own, he goes before them, and the sheep follow him, for they know his
voice. (vv.2-4)

| heard a story once that spoke to me about these words that |
have come to see as important. A tour guide in the Middle East shared
with his group that shepherds in that area do not drive the sheep or use
sheep dogs to drive them. They lead the sheep and the sheep follow.

As they passed through a small town, one of the group saw
someone driving sheep up the street, and called it to the guide’s attention,
“l thought you said the shepherds here lead the sheep. That one is driving
his sheep.” The tour guide looked and replied, “Oh, that's not the
shepherd. He’s the butcher.”

Jesus has come to lead those of us who know his voice and are
willing to follow where he leads. He leaves that decision up to us.

Job 22:1-4, 21—23:7; Psalms 30, 32; Acts 13:26-43

Birthdays: Jay Cianciola, Audley Haynes, Ben Campion,
Stephen Strom, Hailey Resetar

Saturday’s Calendar

7:00 a.m. AA “Hour of Power”

9:30 a.m. AA Step Study for Women

5:00 p.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite Il
Today’s Ministry: Praying Hands

By Al Durrance

Used with permission from the BIBLE READING FELLOWSHIP
PO Box 380, Winter Park, FL 32790
www.biblereading.org
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Sunday, September 2

Matthew 5:1-12 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven. Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.” (vv.3
-4 RSV)

When | was growing up, | was taught to shoot for the moon even
if you hit a cabbage. What | found later was the moon is not mine, and not
much would fit into my kingdom of self. No matter how hard | tried, | could
not get my family to get it straight the way | wanted it.

When | later became aware that the kingdom of God is not the
kingdom of self, | had to reevaluate. The things | thought | wanted were
not the things | wanted. | thought | wanted them until | had them in hand.

God knows what | really want and opens the door for me when |
am willing to accept what He is trying to give me. When | am willing to
recognize my own emptiness, He fills me up with His life; and | can know
what it is know the King and walk with Him in His kingdom as we pray as
He taught us: “Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven.”

When | come to Him with my need, He meets it with His grace,
and | am the blessed one of whom He speaks.

Job 11:1-9, 13-20; Psalms 148, 149, 150; Revelation 5:1-14

Birthdays: Bob Eisenhardt, Wendy Hudson, Vicky Wyder,
Laurie Thyrre, Carol Bates

Anniversary: Roger & Sarah Colon

Sunday’s Calendar
TRUE FUND SUNDAY

7:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite |

9:00 a.m. Contemporary Family Worship Service

9:10 a.m. Sunday School Youth Room 2 & 3
10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite Il

Coffee Hour - Smith Hall after 10:30 A.M. Service

Today’s Ministry: Music Ministry

Monday, September 3

John 8:21-32 Jesus then said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If
you continue in my word, you are truly my disciples, and you will know the
truth, and the truth will make you free.” (vv.31-32)



When | first started looking into the Christian Faith as a truly
viable alternative to the world’s values and goals, | followed two or three
professionals whom | considered wise in the faith. Each of them had a
viewpoint, but they did not agree on some of the details that interested
me, so | decided to try Jesus.

When | began to read his teaching, | began to see another
dimension to the Christian Faith. Jesus is real and he is here to be
known. That decision demanded that | learn prayer as a dialog and not
just talking to him. When he began to speak to me, | found that | had to
try out what he told me to see if it was truth or just nice thinking.

My experience at that point brought me into a knowledge of the
Lord that | had not had before, and | began to come to know him as he
talked with me. | have come to believe that he is both practical and
truthful, and that he is making me free as | seek his will and walk it out
with him.

Job 12:1-6, 13-25; Psalm 25; Acts 11:19-30

Birthday: John Beltran

Monday’s Calendar

Labor Day Office Closed
7:00 a.m. AA “Hour of Power”
5:30 p.m. ACA Families

Today’s Ministry: New Member Ministry

Tuesday, September 4

John 8:33-47 Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, | say unto you every
one who commits sin is a slave to sin.” (v.34)

Anyone who has realized the experience of habitual sin knows
the meaning of these words and knows that they are true. As one who
has spent time trying to break bad habits, and failed to be able to do so in
my own strength, the promise of Jesus that | will be set free when | know
the truth and walk it out with him is almost beyond belief—until we try it.

For me it has meant freedom from bondage to tobacco, alcohol,
and foul language—to mention a few. Now, if he will just set me free from
putting off working on things and set me free to do them when he gives
them to me to do. As | struggle to become his disciple, he struggles with
me to make me what he wants me to be.

Job 12:1, 13:3-17, 21-27; Psalms 26, 28; Acts 12:1-17

Birthdays: Connie Chesley, Pat Ditmars, Soulie Fox

Tuesday’s Calendar

7:00 a.m. AA “Hour of Power”

9:30 a.m. Women'’s Bible Study
12:10 p.m. Holy Eucharist & Healing

5:30 p.m. Soul Care

6:00 p.m. Overeaters’ Anonymous

Today’s Ministry: Nursing Home & Home Visitors

Wednesday, September 5

John 8:47-59 “He who is of God hears the words of God; the reason you
do not hear them is because you are not of God.” (v.47)

| remember when quoting Scripture was a game to prove who
was the holiest. The focus of the game was on the others as they tried to
out-quote the rest and be declared the wisest, holiest, and proudest.

When | began to ask what the Scripture was all about, there
were some new thoughts that came to bear. Why bother to mess with
Scripture? Leave it alone and let’'s get on about real life. But something
else began to become obvious. If the world depends on human intellect to
work out its problem, we are in deep trouble.

If God can be known, He is the only hope | can see. It was as |
sought to come to know God that His word came to me as Light in the
darkness of the world. | found that | must add prayer to the Scripture, and
give God an opportunity to speak to me. Then | was able to hear His
word.

Job 12:1, 14:1-22; Psalm 38; Acts 12:18-25

Birthday: Brad Scott
Bryan & Kelly Garner

Anniversary:

Wednesday’s Calendar

The revelation | received in reading Bernie Segal's Love
Medicine and Miracles and listening to some Jim Glennon tapes, taught
me to find and pray for the stress at the root of the cancer, and it has
been productive in ministry to others with cancer. | have seen it as
something that God used to teach me something that | have been able to
use in helping others.

Job 16:16-22, 17:1, 13-16; Psalm 37:1-18; Acts13:1-12

Birthday: Lon King
John & Kasia D’Auria, Walt & Gloria Dodd

Anniversaries:

Thursday’s Calendar

7:00 a.m. AA “Hour of Power”
10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist
5:30 p.m. ACA Men’s Group
7:00 p.m. Al-Anon “Stepping Stones”
7:00 p.m. Choir rehearsal

Today’s Ministry:

Outreach Committee

6:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Study
7:00 a.m. AA “Hour of Power”
9:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist
10:00 a.m. Staff Meeting
4:45 p.m. Mary’s Kitchen
5:30 p.m. AA “Daily Reflections”
6:00 p.m. Life Groups
6:30 p.m. Alpha 2nd dinner and class

Today’s Ministry: Office Volunteers

Thursday, September 6

John 9:1-17 As he passed by, he saw a man blind from his birth. And his
disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he
was born blind?” Jesus answered. “It was not that this man sinned, or his
parents, but that the works of God might be made manifest in him. We
must work the works of him who sent me, while it is day; night comes,
when no one can work.” (vw.1-4)

There are many who think with the mind of the disciples before
Jesus opened their eyes. What did someone do wrong that made God
punish them with some ailment? | think sometimes God allows someone
to get sick in order for them to come to Him and let Him touch them with
His healing love.

I can honestly say that | am thankful for my colon cancer in
1987. It was discovered just before my two-month sabbatical that | had
planned and arranged. The surgery fell in the middle of the first month,
and | was back on the job at the end of the second month.

Friday, September 7

John 9:18-41 Jesus said, “For judgment | came into this world, that those
who do not see may see, and that those who see may become blind.”
Some of the Pharisees near him heard this, and they said to him, “Are we
also blind?” Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would have no
guilt; but now that you say, ‘We see,’ your guilt remains.” (vv.39-41)

One of the greatest problems of the Church through the ages
has been the rise of individuals who will come up with some idea that is
different from the rest of the Body and draw people away to practice the
faith their way. The result has been fragmentation.

When we turn away from prayer to argument, we set ourselves
up to be in the same class with the Pharisees: “We know the truth. You
had better straighten up.”

It seems to me that we are called to pray instead, “Lord, show us
Your will in all of this confusion. Make it clear to all of us so that we might
be led into all truth and find the unity that we need to show the world that
we are Your Body, that we are one, and that You live in us and through
us for the world for which You were willing to die.”

Job 19:1-7, 14-27; Psalm 31; Acts 13:13-25

Birthdays: Elaine Mier, Jim Schmidt, Thomas Shumaker, Luli
Chapman



