Birthdays:

Jean Donaphon, Eddie Beverly, Kelly Sellards

Friday’s Calendar
7:00 a.m.

AA “Hour of Power”

9:00 a.m.

A Way Out

9:30 a.m.

Life Group

10:00 a.m.

Bible Study

8:00 p.m.

By Ruth Owen
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Today’s Ministry:

Saturday, February 23
Mark 12:35-44 Jesus replied, “The most important commandment is this: ‘Listen,
O Israel! The Lord our God is the one and only Lord. And you must love the Lord
your God with all your heart, all your soul, all your mind, and all your
strength.” (vv.29-30)
I’m using a quote from yesterday’s verses in Mark. When Jesus spoke
of the greatest commandment, he talked of loving the Lord with all our heart,
soul, mind and strength. It is a prodigious list, but what stands out to me is how
God led the list. All our heart. Not mind. Not strength. Not even soul. Our heart.
In the ancient world, the heart wasn’t viewed as just another organ. It
was the center of hidden emotional-intellectual-moral activity. It was the
central organ that moved the rest of the body, and not just the physical body.
The heart was the seat of a person’s humanity. For early believers, this is where
their love for God was to begin.
The Lord first spoke this greatest command through Moses
(Deuteronomy 6:5). His Jewish audience would have recognized it. Today, when
so much of our humanity seems driven by causes, hashtags, and internet
memes, I think it is important to again recognize this greatest commandment.
Isaiah 66:1-6; Psalms 107:33-43, 108; 1 Timothy 6:6-21
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Saturday’s Calendar
7:00 a.m.

AA “Hour of Power”

8:00 a.m.

Life Group Leaders Meeting

9:30 a.m.

AA Step Study for Women

5:00 p.m.

Holy Eucharist, Rite II

Today’s Ministry:

Worship Assistant

Isaiah 62:6-12 They will be called “The Holy People” and “The People Redeemed
by the Lord”. And Jerusalem will be known as “The Desirable Place” and “The
City No Longer Forsaken.” (v.12 NLT)
As I’m writing this, we are in “March Madness” season. For those who
don’t know, this is the month where the best teams in college basketball duke it
out for the NCAA title. It’s a crazy, exciting time, but one thing everyone hopes
for is an “underdog” team that beats the bigger schools. This so-called
“Cinderella Team” is exhilarating to watch because they have been losing for so
long that they are thrilled with their unexpected championship.
Isaiah foretold Christ’s birth, but he also didn’t sugar-coat the dark
days that would proceed it. The Jewish people spent centuries on the losing
side: conquered by Babylon, then Alexander, then Rome. But in the end, these
“underdogs” would be “The People Redeemed by the Lord” and “No Longer
Forsaken.” Out of all history, they would give birth to the Greatest Star Player of
all Time—Jesus Christ. Now that is what I call a “Cinderella Team”!
Psalms 66, 67; 1 John 2:3-11; John 8:12-19
Birthdays:

Sue Kucera, Jenny Bowdish, Tucker Balfoort

Anniversaries:

Barbara & Shelly Taft

Sunday’s Calendar

DISCRETIONARY SUNDAY

7:30 a.m.

Holy Eucharist, Rite I

9:00 a.m.

Contemporary Family Worship Service

9:00 a.m.

Holy Eucharist, Rite II

10:15 a.m.

Coffee Hour and Photos in the Courtyard

11:00 a.m.

Financial Peace

11:00 a.m.

Holy Eucharist, Rite II

Today’s Ministry:

St. Mary’s Episcopal Church
623 SE Ocean Blvd. | Stuart, FL 34994
Phone (772) 287-3244 | www.stmarys-stuart.org

Sunday Worship Assistants

Monday, February 18
1 Timothy 1:1-17 This is a trustworthy saying, and everyone should accept it:
“Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners”—and I am the worst of them
all. (v.15)

Recently, I was in the library enjoying the lovely silence…until
someone’s cell phone started ringing. Instantly, I began to look around—as did
the people near me. Clearly, everyone thought this was a rude and even illegal
thing, since cellphones were banned in this section of the library. But it got
worse, because the inconsiderate ingrate kept letting their phone ring.
Finally, I’d had enough and decided to move. I reached down to
collect my purse—and found out that it was my phone that was ringing. The
rude, inconsiderate ingrate was me!
Though I had no idea I was doing anything wrong, I was the one at
fault. Paul was the same way—he didn’t even know he needed saving until
Christ met him on the road to Damascus. Big or small, knowingly or
unknowingly, we are all sinners who have been redeemed by the grace of our
loving God. It’s good to remember that—even if it takes an illegally ringing
cellphone to remind me!
Isaiah 63:1-6; Psalm 89:1-18; Mark 11:1-11
Birthdays:

Judith Root, Carol Marsh

Monday’s Calendar
7:00 a.m.

AA “Hour of Power”

5:30 p.m.

ACA Families

5:30 p.m.

Stephen Ministry Supervision

Today’s Ministry:

Table Hoppers

Tuesday, February 19
Mark 11:12-26 “I tell you, you can pray for anything, and if you believe that
you’ve received it, it will be yours. But when you are praying, first forgive anyone
you are holding a grudge against, so that your Father in heaven will forgive your
sins, too.” (vv.24-25)
Several recent blogs feature people writing “letters to my younger
self.” If I were to write a letter to myself at twenty-something, I’d urge her to
read further in Mark than Mark 11:24. While it is important to pray and believe
to receive, it’s just as important to forgive anyone you are holding a grudge
against. They go together.
In my younger days, I elevated unforgiveness to an art form. I
nurtured my grudges, thinking that it was weakness to forgive those who didn’t
deserve it. It took time and grace to realize that clinging to this unforgiveness
could actually block my prayers. Unforgiveness ended up hurting me far more
than it hurt them.
If I could tell my younger self anything, it would be to take verse 25 to
heart. Let go of grudges, however well-founded. Forgive lavishly and often.
Allowing God to forgive their sins allows Him to forgive mine. Because,
truthfully, I really don’t deserve forgiveness either.
Isaiah 63:7-14; Psalms 97, 99, 100; 1 Timothy 1:18—2:8
Birthdays:

Barbara Porcelli, Caroline Clark

Anniversaries:

Janet & Maurice Giannotti, Virginia & Bill Harrison

Tuesday’s Calendar
7:00 a.m.

AA “Hour of Power”

9:30 a.m.

Women’s Bible Study

12:10 p.m.

Holy Eucharist

3:00 p.m.

Finance Committee Meeting

6:00 p.m.

Overeaters’ Anonymous

Today’s Ministry:

Ushers

Wednesday, February 20
Mark 11:27—12:12 [Jesus and the disciples] arrived again in Jerusalem, and
while Jesus was walking in the temple courts, the chief priests, the teachers of
the law and the elders came to him. “By what authority are you doing these
things” they asked. “And who gave you the authority to do this?” (vv.27-28 NIV)
Back in high school, one of my teachers was an old hippie. And I do
mean old. The fellow creaked when he walked. But underneath the leather
headband, faded bell-bottoms, and the sandals, the man had a lot of wisdom. I
remember one time when he looked at our class and delivered the following
warning: “You are going to meet a lot of idiots in your life. Don’t hand over your
power to them.”
This passage from Mark’s gospel reminds me of that warning. The
religious leaders tried to trap Jesus by asking a “gotcha” question. They didn’t
care a fig about Jesus or his followers, they just wanted Christ to hand over his
authority—his power—to them. It backfired, spectacularly, and they ended up
looking like the idiots that they were.
We can’t always avoid life’s idiots. But we can avoid getting caught up
in their games. Jesus knew who his authority came from; so did my old hippie
teacher. Who knew the Holy Spirit’s wisdom might come by way of faded
bell-bottoms?
Isaiah 63:15—64:9; Psalms 101, 109; 1 Timothy 3:1-16

Birthdays:

Betty Phillips, Elli Hernandez

Thursday, February 21
Mark 12:13-27 When the [Pharisees] handed [the coin] to [Jesus], he asked,
“Whose picture and title are stamped on it?” “Caesar’s”, they replied. “Well
then,” Jesus said, “give to Caesar what belongs to Caesar, and give to God what
belongs to God.” (vv.16-17a NLT)
Even non-Christians have heard about this famous scene: how the
Pharisees tried to trap Jesus by asking if he should pay taxes to Caesar. Jesus
tells them to look at Caesar’s picture stamped on the coin. “Give to Caesar what
belongs to Caesar,” he replies. “And give to God what belongs to God.”
But imagine a “follow-up” question to the Pharisees: “And what,”
Christ might ask, “belongs to God?” The Pharisees might dither around a bit
before admitting they don’t know and, at that point, Jesus would beat them at
their own game. “Whose image,” he would ask them, “is stamped on you?”
All human beings are made in the image of God. Just as the coin was
stamped with the image of Caesar, we are stamped with the image of God.
Black or white, man or woman, Christian or non-Christian—we are all I
mage-bearers of our Creator.
Isaiah 65:1-12; Psalm 105:1-22; 1 Timothy 4:1-16
Birthdays:

Dee Dee Nice

Anniversaries:

Jacqueline & Art Lorr

Thursday’s Calendar
7:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

AA “Hour of Power”
Holy Eucharist

5:30 p.m.

ACA Men’s Group

4:30 p.m.

Children’s Choir Rehearsal

6:30 p.m.

Choir Rehearsal

7:00 p.m.

Al-Anon “Stepping Stones”

Today’s Ministry:

The Vestry

Wednesday’s Calendar

6:30 a.m.

Men’s Bible Study

7:00 a.m.

AA “Hour of Power”

9:30 a.m.

Holy Eucharist

10:00 a.m.

Adult Life Group

10:30 a.m.

Staff Meeting

4:45 p.m.

Mary’s Kitchen

5:30 p.m.

AA “Daily Reflections”

6:00 p.m.

Life Groups

Today’s Ministry:

Vacation Bible School

Friday, February 22
Psalm 102 My enemies taunt me day after day. They mock and curse me. (v.8)
Anyone who thinks the Bible is a “nice book” has never read Psalm
102. Think of your worst day, then square it, then multiply it by 100. That is the
kind of horrible day the writer of this psalm is having.
Perhaps the most damning phrase is verse 8, where enemies “mock
and curse” him. But the original language is even worse. It literally translates:
“Those who ridicule me use my name as a curse.” In other words, the psalmist’s
lot in life is so miserable that his name is being used as a swear word!
But even in the midst of this disaster, the psalmist calls on God,
knowing that the Lord has not forsaken His child. No matter how bad your day is
(or how good, for that matter), our Father is always nearby, ready to rescue us
from horrible days.
Isaiah 65:17-25; 1 Timothy 5:17-25; Mark 12:28-34

