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For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory  

that far outweighs them all. 

2 Corinthians 4:17 

August 19th,2020  

Dear Friends, 

It is quite a journey that we all have been on.  I can remember vividly the shock of hearing 
from our Bishop’s office that all churches would be closed for worship on Palm Sunday.  What?  
And Holy Week?  And Easter?  And cancel a conference?  And move all our services online?  
What???? 

It has been an amazing time for us.  In many ways it has been a desert time, akin to Jesus 
being in the wilderness for forty days, and the children of Israel for 40 years.  How challenging it 
must have been for them.  How challenging it has been for us. 

Fortunately, things have lightened up for us a bit here in Martin County.  While much of 
the diocese remains closed, we have been fortunate to begin to raise up our heads a bit.  Schools 
here are re-opening.  Many churches have already re-opened.  Fresh air is beginning to blow. 

Caution remains, however.  The virus is still very much with us, and could reassert itself at 
any time.  We all need to continue to be vigilant, and those who are older or who’s health is 
compromised need to be especially cautious. 

For those who are healthy, however, and for those who are willing to endure yet again 
face-masks and social distancing, I am pleased to say that the opportunity to regather for small 
groups and worship is here! 

On Sunday, August 23, we will have our first drive-in eucharist, where you will be able to 
gather in the parking lot, listen to the service on your device or AM radio, and receive communion.  
Also on that Sunday selected leaders will be gathering for worship to help us work out the details 
before the general congregation will be invited to sign-up for worship. 



I cannot tell you how grateful I am to Maureen Cotter, to our Re-Entry Committee, and to 
the Vestry and staff for their stellar work in preparing us for this moment.  Along with the Bishop 
and his leadership team, they have provided an excellent roadmap for the days ahead.  You will 
find a letter from Maureen enclosed to give you details of how we can proceed.  Please read it 
carefully. 

Like Jesus, like the children of Israel, much will be demanded of us as we begin to 
reassemble.  If you choose to come to worship in these early days it will feel very different from 
the last time we were together.  Yet, these will be the first awkward steps that will allow us to 
regather.  All of us will need patience and humility, along with a good sense of humor. 

So, thank you for your support and patience.  I look forward to seeing you at the altar.  And, 
of course, all of our services will continue to be streamed online, so that you can worship with us 
from the comfort and safety of your own home. 

God bless you.  I believe that God is teaching us important lessons during this time.  He is 
deepening us and shaping us to be a servant community for the future, and that is exciting 
indeed! 

Peace, 

 
 
Fr. Todd 

 

 

 


