
   Sloan Alexander Stence 
Anniversaries:   Nick & Sarah Lansing 
Friday’s Calendar:  
                 7:00 a.m.  AA “Hour of Power”  
                 9:00 a.m.  A Way Out 
 9:30 a.m.  Life Group 
               10:00 a.m. Bible Study 
                 5:30 p.m. Qigong Exercise Classes  
 8:00 p.m. Friday Night Young Peoples’ AA      
 
Today’s Ministry:      Women’s Cursillo  
 
 
Saturday, November 9 
Revelation 17:1-14 “These will make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb 
will overcome them, for He is Lord of lords and King of kings; and those 
who are with Him are called, chosen, and faithful.” (v.14) 

I’ll be the first to admit that the book of Revelation is a hard 
book for me to understand. The Gospels, Psalms, and New Testament 
books like Hebrews and Ephesians are much easier and less disturbing to 
read. But there is a final important answer that is found in the Book of 
Revelation. Verse 14 sums the whole story up. 

There is good and evil, and God will finally make sure the reign 
of evil will end. Those that are with God will be chosen, and those 
against Him should take cover—short and simple; we know the ending. 
Now, I have a question for you: If you knew how the Civil War would 
end and you had a choice before the war began of having all your money 
in dollars printed by the North or all your money in currency printed by 
the South, which currency would you want to be holding when the war 
was over? 

Ezra 9:1-15; Psalms 75, 76; Matthew 14:22-36 
 
Birthdays:   Ken Gorles, Ryan Pedroso 
Anniversaries:   Judie & Franklin Wolfe     
Saturday’s Calendar: 
 7:00 a.m.  AA “Hour of Power” 
 9:00 a.m.  AA Step Study for Women 
 5:00 p.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
 8:00 p.m. NA “Not Alone” 
 
Today’s Ministry:    Worship Assistant  
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“Growing into Jesus - Reaching out with love” 

by Steve Ford 
Used with permission from the BIBLE READING FELLOWSHIP 

PO Box 380, Winter Park, FL 32790 
www.biblereading.org 

Sunday, November 3 
Luke 12:22-31 “But seek the kingdom of God, and all these things shall 
be added to you.” (v.31 NKJV) 

Years before I accepted Christ into my life I used to really get 
caught up in the world. I called it “pedaling my bike fast to keep ahead 
of the others behind me.” I worshiped things like job status, money, and 
the “in” things pop culture was offering. The end result was feeling 
empty and finally stumbling into alcoholism to numb the pain. 

The process of becoming sober with God’s help caused me to 
look at the value of life in a different way. What mattered now was how 
God felt about my heart and my actions—not my peers. My character 
and service to others began to define me instead of my status and 
possessions. I finally accepted God’s promise that if we seek Him first, 
the other things will fall into place. My life is more meaningful and 
joyful today—with deeper relationships. Oh and, by the way, my career 
is better than ever. Thanks, God. 
Nehemiah 5:1-19; Psalms 24, 29; Acts 20:7-12  
 
Birthdays:   Emma Giesing 
Anniversaries:   Jeff & Lori Kay Tucker  
Sunday’s Calendar : 
 7:30 a.m.  Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
 9:00 a.m.  Contemporary Family Worship Service   
 9:00 a.m.  Holy Eucharist, Rite II (with choir)     
                 9:15 a.m.  Sunday School Begins       
                10:15 a.m. Coffee Hour (Ross Hall) 
                11:00 a.m. Holy Choral Eucharist, Rite II 
 
Today’s Ministry:    Table Hoppers  
 
 
Monday, November 4 
Matthew 13:36-43 “The Son of Man will send out His angels and they 
will gather out of His kingdom all things that offend, and those that 
practice lawlessness, and will cast them into the furnace of fire. There 
will be wailing and gnashing of teeth.” (vv.41-42) 

While tending my flower beds the other day, I thought about 
some similarities between me and God. Before planting, I work the soil. 
Then I open a seed package and spread the seeds with care. For weeks I 
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water and wait with hope until I finally see the little green shoots push 
through the soil; hundreds of little green leaves beginning to grow as I 
care for them. The problem is that I know about 5% of them will be 
weeds, and not the flowers I enjoy. At this young stage, I still can’t tell 
which the flowers are, and which are the weeds, which will try to 
overtake my garden. 

Finally, the plants are big enough to identify and fate steps in. I 
won’t tolerate the weeds and I pull them all up to die. God promises the 
same for us, but there is a difference. He warns us and encourages us to 
change and become a son or daughter with love. He doesn’t want us to 
be separated from Him, but He also allows us free choice. I bet those 
weeds would choose to change into flowers if they could. 

Nehemiah 6:1-19; Psalms 56, 57, 58; Revelation 10:1-11 
 
Birthdays:   Roy Nutt, Debbie Allison, Patti Childs, Nancy  
   Scully, Sophia Norris, Allison Von Aldenbruck 
Anniversaries:   Dennis & Katie Von Aldenbruck 
Monday’s Calendar:    
   7:00 a.m.  AA  - “Hour of Power” 
 11:00 a.m.  Cursillo Reunion 
   5:00 p.m.  ACA Anniversary Speaker Meeting 
     5:45 p.m. ACA Meeting 
   6:00 p.m.  NAMI Meeting 
                  
Today’s Ministry:    The Vestry  
 
 
Tuesday, November 5 
Psalm 62 He only is my rock and my salvation; He is my defense; I shall 
not be moved. In God is my salvation and my glory; the rock of my 
strength, and my refuge, is in God. (vv.6-7) 

When I read this Scripture, I am reminded of the movie The 
Passion of the Christ. A movie, I think, every believer and nonbeliever 
should see at least once to give themselves a clearer visual of what Christ 
did to pay for our sin. 

The Bible doesn’t really read like a novel, and many times we 
have to fill in between the lines. For myself, I know that after seeing the 
movie, the passages about the horrors Jesus took upon himself brought a 
deeper sense of grief in me. How could he have chosen to suffer that for 
me? So many times, I have chosen not to suffer for him and sought after 
my own personal pleasure. 

Realize the love God had for us to allow His Son to go through 
that pain to make possible our salvation—our refuge. 
Nehemiah 12:27-31a, 42b-47; Psalm 61; Revelation 11:1-19;  
Matthew 13:44-52  
 
Birthdays:           Bill Mears, Olivia Zayas, Ella Hart, Vivian Dowd, 
   Barry Allison 
Anniversaries:   Brian Brown & Emily Stevens, Barbara & Trae  
   Lowell 
Tuesday’s Calendar: 
 7:00 a.m.  AA “Hour of Power”  
 9:30 a.m.   Women’s Bible Study 

has come; and worship Him who made heaven and earth, the sea and 
springs of water.” (vv.6-7) 

I always have trouble sitting with a friend of mine who doesn’t 
believe in Christ and explaining there will someday be a judgment made 
on his life; to explain it in a way that doesn’t cause a wall to go up. There 
are three things I try to do: First, I try and be sensitive and tell my story 
of how Christ saved me from alcoholism—pointing a finger at my trials 
and sin, and then finally the transformation of my heart. Second, I 
commit to pray for a softening of my friend’s heart towards God. Finally, 
I just have to trust God is working in ways I don’t see and understand. 

I have several close friends for whom I pray daily, hoping they 
will soon accept Jesus as their Savior. They know my story and hopefully 
see me walk my faith out every day. It took years for me to come around 
and I must have that same love and patience that God had with me. 

Ezra 7:1-26; Psalms 70, 71; Matthew 14:1-12 
 

Birthdays:   Rich Ross, Fran Farinos, Maerlene Pickard,  
   Jocilyn Shaw, James Rice, Grant Torchia   
 
Thursday’s Calendar:  
                  7:00 a.m. AA “Hour of Power”  
                 10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite II 
                 10:30 a.m. Altar Guild Meeting 
  7:00 p.m. AlAnon—Stepping Stones 
 
Today’s Ministry:     Wedding Guild  
 
 
Friday, November 8 
Matthew 14:13-21 And when Jesus went out He saw a great multitude; 
and He was moved with compassion for them, and healed their sick. 
(v.14) 

I sit here today writing this in a reclining chair with a heating 
pad on my worn out back. I’m feeling blessed because ten months ago I 
couldn’t get off my knees and stand up. I had re-ruptured two discs in my 
lower back and was screaming from the pain. Eighteen years ago, I had 
already had one back surgery from my days of rodeoing and here I was 
crippled again, unable to move or work. 

The doctors thought about fusing my spine, but I went a 
different route with cortisone shots, rest, swimming, and lots of prayer. It 
was slow and painful, but over a seven-month period I gradually got back 
on my feet. During that time, I was blessed with deeper relationships with 
friends, old and new, that I depended on to get through the day. My best 
golf buddy prayed for me and regularly drove me, numerous times, to the 
doctor. Some other friends got me groceries or fed my horses. I’m single 
and very independent, but God brought a wonderful single woman and 
her kids into my life, which kept me smiling and was so helpful. My back 
today is 80% healed, but my life is 100% richer because of those deeper 
relationships. I thank God for the miracles of the medicine and doctors 
He created, and also for the touch of the hearts He created. 
Ezra 7:27-28, 8:21-36; Psalm 69; Revelation 15:1-8  
 
Birthdays:   Kathy Anne Alexander, Julia Beltran,  

               12:10 p.m. Holy Eucharist & Healing 
 1:00 p.m. Remembrance Luncheon 
 5:00 p.m. Soul Care 
 6:00 p.m. Overeaters’ Anonymous 
                 7:30 p.m. AA Big Book Spirituality Group 
 
Today’s Ministry:    Ushers  
 
 
Wednesday, November 6 
Psalm 72 For He will deliver the needy when he cries, the poor also, and 
him who has no helper. (v.12) 

That Scripture sure sounds like a loving father who has nothing 
but a big heart for his children; a place on his lap where needy little 
children can rush to and feel secure and loved. Our Father waits daily for 
us to come to Him with our needs. 

The problem is that sometimes we are independent and try to 
get through life on our own self-will. Years ago, when alcoholism finally 
broke me and humbled my pride, I was ready to sit in the Father’s lap. 
There was a necessity for humility. When we are unbroken, proud and 
arrogant, it is hard to accept God’s love. The spirit of humbleness opens 
the door to the Father.  

God used the darkest moment of my life, my alcoholism, to 
bring me home to His lap. He had to transform my heart, but first I had 
to be open and humble. Are you in God’s lap today? 

Nehemiah 13:4-22; Revelation 12:1-12; Matthew 13:53-58 
 

Birthdays:  Ralph Porcelli, Mark Pearson, Larry Patrick,  
   Madeline Patrick, Jake Fischer 
Anniversaries:  Anne & Anthony Marraffino, Dave & Katie  
   Astras, Amy & Cris Branden 
Wednesday’s Calendar:  
 6:30 a.m.  Men’s Bible Study  
 7:00 a.m.  AA “Hour of Power” 
 9:30 a.m.  Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
               10:00 a.m. Adult Life Group 
               10:00 a.m. Staff Meeting 
               10:15 a.m. Cursillo Reunion 
 4:30 p.m. Youth Group  
    4:45 p.m. Mary’s Kitchen 
 5:30 p.m. AA “Daily Reflections” 
                 6:00 p.m. NAMI Connections 
 6:00 p.m. NAMI Family to Family 
                 7:00 p.m. OA Meeting 
 
Today’s Ministry:    Vacation Bible School  
               
 
Thursday, November 7 
Revelation 14:1-13 Then I saw another angel flying in the midst of 
heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach to those who dwell on 
the earth—to every nation, tribe, tongue, and people—saying with a loud 
voice, “Fear God and give glory to Him, for the hour of His judgment 


