betting my life that what I’d just said is true for all of us! We can trust
God not to hurt us!
Genesis 11:27—12:8; Hebrews 7:1-17; John 4:16-26
Birthdays:

Anne Griggs, Bill Barr III, Amy Wilcox,
George Garcia

Friday’s Calendar:
7:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
12:00 p.m.
8:00 p.m.

Hour of Power AA
Life Group
Bible Study IN-PERSON
A Way Out
AA Friday Nite Young People

Today’s Ministry:

Praise Band

Saturday, January 22
Hebrews 7:18-28 Consequently he is able for all time to save those who
approach God through him, since he always lives to make intercession
for them. (v.25)
As I listen to people talk about salvation, I often hear them talk
about salvation in a conditional way. They say that Jesus saves us, but
we can lose our salvation because we sin. Those statements bother my
soul—because I don’t believe that salvation is conditional. I believe
salvation comes to us in the new birth through the water and indwelling
of the Holy Spirit than comes to us in Baptism.
The Prayer Book my Christian Tradition uses states, “The bond
which God establishes in Baptism is indissoluble.” One of the promises
people make at their Baptism is this: “Will you persevere in resisting
evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord?”
Those preparing to be baptized respond, “I will with God’s help.”
Part of the gifts of Baptism is that we are incorporated into the
way into the forgiveness of sin through Jesus Christ. I believe Salvation
isn’t conditional. Saved is saved! The love of God for us isn’t
conditional. I trust this with all my heart and soul!
Genesis 12:9—13:1; Psalms 30, 32; John 4:27-43
Birthdays:

Gayle Schneider, Michael Yocom,
Cade McLendon

Saturday’s Calendar:
10:00 a.m
5:00 p.m
8:30 p.m.

Bible Study ONLINE
Holy Eucharist, Rite II
Not Alone Group

Today’s Ministry:

Shepherd Group

by John Fergueson
Used with permission from the BIBLE READING FELLOWSHIP
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Sunday, January 16
Ephesians 4:1-16 Making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit
in the bond of peace. (v.3 NRSV)
The last fifty years in church have been a real time of division
and struggle. It seems to me that we spend a lot of time announcing who
is “wrong” to our being “right”! I look at people during coffee hour.
There always seem to be two small groups of people huddled together at
opposite ends of the room, glaring at one another other. It’s truly tragic
and sad!
Paul teaches us that our baptisms have bound us together.
We’re bound together so organically that he calls us the Body of Christ!
Then what on earth are we doing glaring at each other, wishing that the
“those” people on the other side of the room would disappear forever?
I believe if we we’d walk to the opposite side of the room, greet
our brothers and sisters with a smile, saying to them, “I miss you!”, we’d
see the Holy Spirit at work, moving us together to start again toward
unity.
Genesis 7:1-10, 17-23; Psalms 148, 149, 150; Mark 3:7-19
Birthdays:

Barry Stocker, Darrell Lester, John Baribault

Anniversaries:

Michael Abruzzo & Peggy Wood

Sunday’s Calendar :
7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
10:15 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

Holy Eucharist, Rite I
Contemporary Family Worship
Holy Eucharist, Rite II with Music
Sunday Funday Activities Begin!
Spiritual Formation

Today’s Ministry:

Music Ministry

Monday, January 17
Hebrews 4:14—5:6 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to
sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who in every respect
has been tested as we are… (v.15a)
I believe that “the Word became flesh and dwelt among
us” (John 1:14) to share the experience of human life, not as a keen
observer, but as a participant! That has been the most exciting,
comforting and healing truth in my adult life.
I’m a USMC veteran of the Vietnam War. I’ve spent almost 30
years of my life working with other Vietnam veterans to help them deal
with the spiritual issues and moral injury that are the lasting result of
their combat experience.
Over and over again, they’ve told me, “God can’t ever forgive
me!” I tell them, “That’s not true! What this sentence of Scripture seeks
to tell us is that God in Jesus Christ was right there with us, really
sharing the fear, anger, and violence of the horrors of combat. God
understands exactly. Through that shared experience, God will and has
already forgiven us.”
The next time you feel that God will never understand the
testing you’ve experienced, don’t turn to despair. Let Jesus embrace you
with love—because he does understand exactly!
Genesis 8:6-22; Psalm 25; John 2:23—3:15

the real truth about yourself. Once you’ve started acknowledging that,
you can begin learning to trust how deeply God loves you!”
Genesis 9:1-17; Psalm 28; Hebrews 5:7-14; John 3:16-21
Birthdays:

Ellen Safley

Anniversaries:

Jim & Maria Yeagley

Tuesday’s Calendar:
7:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
9:30 a.m.

Hour of Power AA
Life Group ONLINE
Women’s Bible Study

Today’s Ministry:

Nursing Home & Home Visitors

Monday’s Calendar:
7:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
3:00 p.m.
5:45 p.m.

MLK Day (Office Closed)
Hour of Power AA
St. Mary’s Booth at MLK Celebration
Praying Hands (1st & 3rd Mondays)
Daughters of the King (2nd Mondays)
ACOA

Wednesday, January 19
John 3:22-36 Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life. (v.36a)
I often find myself believing that eternal life is a reward given
for a life of participating in an obstacle course of rule following and
righteous behavior. Actually, belief in Jesus Christ is the only
requirement for obtaining eternal life. What we are called to do is to
follow the Holy Sprit’s lead in living out eternal life in everyday life.
This requires trusting the truth of what the above verse states is actually
true for me, and all of us. God, the Holy Spirit, who dwells within our
hearts and souls, knows more about us than we can ever know about
ourselves. Therefore, we have to learn to listen to the Spirit’s prompting.
What’s difficult for me is that I have to keep myself from
believing that I’m actually in control of my transformation into
becoming an icon of Christ. This is actually harder work than rule
following and righteous behavior! The gift or eternal life has already
been given to us. Our spiritual life is living into the already given gift we
have received.
Genesis 9:18–29; Psalm 38; Hebrews 6:1-12

Today’s Ministry:

New Member Ministry

Birthdays:

Paul Daury, Bob Banks

Wednesday’s Calendar:
6:30 a.m.
7:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
2:00 p.m.
4:30 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

Men’s Bible Study
Hour of Power AA
Holy Eucharist ONLINE/IN-PERSON
Life Group IN-PERSON
St. Mary’s Book Group (2nd Wednesdays)
Mary's Kitchen
NAMI

Today’s Ministry:

Office Volunteers

Birthdays:

Kim Higgins

Anniversaries:

Barb & Wayne Cole,
Eva & Charlie Lippincott,
Jat & Leighan Talton

Tuesday, January 18
Psalm 26 Prove me, O Lord, and try me; test my heart and mind. (v.2)
I do a daily devotion that leads me to recite most of the Psalms
aloud over the course of several weeks. I confess that I cannot read
Psalm 26 aloud, especially the verse above. Psalm 26 has a tone of selfrighteousness that hurts my heart and soul.
Frankly, having God test my heart and mind, telling me what
God finds as God “tries me” would be a painful experience, because I
know that a lot of what God will find in me will be darkness, selfcenteredness, and failure to trust God.
I’ve been blessed to have a Trappist monk for a spiritual guide
for forty years. Whenever I shared with him some of what I’ve
discovered deep within me, he has always said the same thing. “Good!
The beginning of a deeper walk with God is discovering and knowing

Thursday, January 20
Hebrews 6:13-20 Where Jesus, a forerunner on our behalf, has entered
(v.20)
One of the great truths of our Christian Faith is that forty days
after the Resurrection, Jesus Christ ascended to the Father. Slicing
through all the technical theology, what that means is our human nature
(which is part of Jesus Christ) went along to dwell with the Father. Put
another way, the separation between God and humanity no longer exists.
That’s incredibly wonderful news!
Because we are baptized into union with Jesus Christ, because
Jesus Christ has taken our humanity into inseparable union with God, we
are always with God, and God is always with us. I know this truth, but I
still spend time trying to figure out how to connect with a distant God.
The fact is that God is right there with all of us.
God loves us. God wants to have a deeply personal relationship
with each of us. If you want God’s attention and help, just start talking!
God is there waiting with amazing loving kindness and gentle power.
Amen! Alleluia!
Genesis 11:1-9; Psalm 37:1-18; John 4:1-15
Birthdays:

Jackie Burkey, James Applegate,
Michelle Ucelo

Anniversaries:

Coral & Bill Tischbin,
Carmen & Hugo Ucelo,

Thursday’s Calendar:
7:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
12:00 p.m.
1:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Hour of Power AA
Holy Eucharist, Rite II
Luncheon Concert
Grief Support Group
Al-Anon—Stepping Stones

Today’s Ministry:

Outreach Committee

Friday, January 21
Psalm 31 You are indeed my rock and my fortress; for your name’s sake
lead me and guide me. (v.3)
A few months ago, I was driving my friend Tom home after a
church meeting. He was very quiet throughout the ride. Finally, he said,
“John, I want to tell you something.”
He took a deep breath and said, “John, I’m afraid of God! I read
all those stories in the Bible about God being angry, and punishing and
even killing people, because they sinned! I’ve done my share of breaking
the Ten Commandments. I’m scared that someday God is going to punish
me!”
I responded, “Tom, the whole point of the Good News of Jesus
Christ is that God loves all of us. Jesus came among us, died, and rose
from the dead so that sins could be forgiven and we could have a new
relationship with God no matter how often we ask—a permanent
relationship of love, hope, forgiveness, and healing. I told him I was

