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Confirmation and Teen Formation 

Confirmation is upon us and 27 folks are either going to be confirmed, reaffirmed, or received into the 

Episcopal Church. 19 of the candidates are teens in the parish! The teen confirmation process covered 

over three months of formation that included Alpha Teen, mentorships, and the first confirmation 

overnight retreat. It is always a joy partnering with Rev Patsy on these projects and then getting to see 

lay leadership flourish such as Ryan Strom, Michelle Bultman, Trey Fritz, Chris Vaccaro, Tom Dougherty, 

Tami Larkan, and Clint Larkan. 

This season of teen formation also saw the development of RISE: Teen Breakfast that gathered our teens 

and their friends together on the last Friday morning of each month. The numbers ranged from 19 to 5, 

depending on the business of school programming. It also saw the leadership of Chris Vaccaro, John 

Norris, Sally Hastings, Anastasia Anderson, and Gavin Gumbinner rise-up to lead our teens in discussion 

over Scripture.  

Please continue to pray for the teens, especially our seniors, as they take their next step to be beacons 

of light and hope in a broken world.  

Affordable Housing 

Jim Gordon, Lon King, and I will be making a brief presentation of the state of affordable housing in 

Martin County. This will continue to be a demanding topic. As a church we can begin the discernment of 

how St Mary’s wants to be a part of the response to the issue.  

Network Specialist 

Evelyn Warren is officially here! Our new network specialist has been training the last two weeks with 

April and Madeline over at Family Promise to reacquaint herself with all the developments in social 

services here in Martin County. This past week she met the team on campus and will start building 

relationships with the guests that come to us through the front office, bookstore, thrift shop, 

Wednesday Meal, or those that spend the nights in our Courtyard. Her journey will take time to be able 

to establish the trust and experience needed to effectively serve all the various folks that come to our 

campus. We are eager to build a model that can inspire more synchronicity amongst the various social 

service programs across Martin County.  

Ecuador and Education Equals Hope 

Our mission partners are strong in Ecuador! It was a joy to spend time with the missioners of Education 

Equals Hope and visit the 75 scholarship recipients that receive support from St Mary’s. I also was able 

to read the Gospel for Fr Juan Carlos’s consecration as Bishop of Central Ecuador. It was a glorious and 

Spirit filled event that Bishop Curry presided over and preached.  I look forward to sharing more video 

and pictures with the parish.  


