
1 Kings 11:26-43; James 4:13—5:6; Mark 15:22-32 
 
Birthdays:     Edward King, Jr. 
 
Anniversaries:   Katarzyna and Juan D’Auria,                                     
   Gloria and Richard Dodd 
 
Friday’s Calendar:  
  7:00 a.m. AA “Hour of Power”  
                  9:00 a.m. A Way Out 
 9:30 a.m. Life Group 
               10:00 a.m. Bible Study 
               10:00 a.m. St. Mary’s Thri  Store 
 2:00 p.m. Ministry Intercessory Prayer Group 
 4:00 p.m.  Counseling Session 
 8:00 p.m. Friday Night Young Peoples’ AA      
 
Today’s Ministry:       Sunday School   
 
Saturday, September 7 
Mark 15:33-39 And the curtain in the sanctuary of the Temple was torn in 
two, from top to bottom. (v.38) 

It is amazing that the physical world and things in it were affected 
by the death of Jesus. We read that the actual physical curtain in the     
Temple was torn in two. This symbolized that through Christ’s work on the 
cross, there was no longer a separation between God and humankind. I 
wonder what the priests of the Temple thought about this occurrence. 

I am so grateful I do not have to witness the slaughtering of an 
animal for my sins to be dealt with. I do not need anyone or anything, other 
than Jesus, to give me access to God. There is only one mediator between 
God and man, and that is Jesus (1 Timothy 2:5). 

I am free to come and go before a holy God because of Jesus. In 
fact, the Bible says I can even come boldly to the throne of grace (Hebrews 
4:16). There is no longer a barrier. Thank you, Jesus for your completed 
work of the cross. Share your thankfulness with God today. 

1 Kings 12:1-20; Psalms 30, 32; James 5:7-12, 19-20 
 
Birthdays:     Luli Chapman, Elaine Mier, Isabella Rivera,             
   James Schmidt, Thomas Shumaker 
 
Saturday’s Calendar: 
  7:00 a.m. AA “Hour of Power” 
 9:00 a.m. Shepherd Group 
 9:30 a.m. AA Step Study for Women 
 5:00 p.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
 8:00 p.m. NA “Not Alone” 
 
Today’s Ministry:    Sunday School Teachers 
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Lay Staff 
Erica Alexander, Administrative Assistant - Erica@stmarys-stuart.org 
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Ann Golibart, Parish Administrator - ann@stmarys-stuart.org 
Ashley Guzi, Office Manager - ashley@stmarys-stuart.org 
John Kelly, Sexton/Facilities  - john@stmarys-stuart.org 

Alexis Stuckey, Youth Ministry Director - alexis@stmarys-stuart.org 
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Sunday, September 1 
1 Kings 8:22-40 Then Solomon stood before the altar of the LORD in front 
of the entire community of Israel. He lifted his hands toward heaven, and 
he prayed. (vv.22-23a NLT) 

I admit I have preconceived notions of what prayer should look 
and sound like. Here, it says Solomon was standing and his hands were 
lifted toward heaven. This picture looks a bit different from one who is 
seated with their head bowed and eyes closed, which is how I most often 
think of prayer. 

The Bible is full of examples regarding prayer. Something that 
sticks out to me about this is the variety of postures, places and people who 
pray. There are private prayers and corporate prayers. Some are spoken 
loudly and some softly. Some involve weeping, and some are filled with 
happiness and joy. 

When we pray, God is not concerned or interested in how we do 
it, but that we simply do it. We are free to cry out or be silent, open our 
eyes or close them, sit or stand, or pray alone or with others. How will you 
worship God through prayer today? 
                    Psalms 148, 149, 150; 1 Timothy 4:7b-16; John 8:47-59  
 
Birthdays:     Ella Ashwell, Brandon Collins, Kim Collins,    
   Barbara Hughes, Cynthia Smithson,                
   Colton Swindler 
 
Sunday’s Calendar :   
  7:30 a.m.  Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
 9:00 a.m.  Contemporary Family Worship              
    Service          
                10:15 a.m.  Coffee Hour (Ross Hall) 
                10:15 a.m.  Stephen Leaders Mee ng 
                10:30 a.m.  Holy Eucharist, Rite II  
                11:30 a.m.  Coffee Hour (Smith Hall) 
 
Today’s Ministry:    Praise Band 
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Monday, September 2 
Mark 14:53-65 But Jesus was silent and made no reply. Then the high 
priest asked him, “Are you the Messiah, the Son of the Blessed One?” Jesus 
said, “I AM. And you will see the Son of Man seated in the place of power 
at God’s right hand and coming on the clouds of heaven.” (vv.61-62) 

Jesus knew his time to be delivered over to death was at hand. He 
did not need to defend himself. He understood everything that was        
happening was fulfilling prophecy. He was confident that God would    
accomplish His plan   concerning himself. He even declared, “I AM.” 

Along with knowing his own identity, Jesus knew that one day 
every knee would bow and confess that he is Lord (Philippians 2:10-11). 
These very same people who condemned him to death, would one day see 
Jesus sitting at God’s right hand and coming on the clouds when he returns 
again. 

It is my prayer that I, too, would be able to stand with confidence 
when my faith is tested. I know in the end Jesus wins. Because I am his 
child I, too, am a winner. Today, I choose not to allow temporary          
circumstances to have the  upper hand. 

2 Chronicles 6:32—7:7; Psalm 25; James 2:1-13 
 

Birthdays:     Carol Bates, Andrew de Harter,                         
   Robert Eisenhardt, Wendy Hudson,                          
   Laurie Thyrre, Victoria Wyder 
 
Anniversaries:  Sarah and Roger Colon 
  
Monday’s Calendar:     LABOR DAY—OFFICE CLOSED 
  7:00 a.m.  AA  ‐ “Hour of Power” 
               10:00 a.m. Cursillo Reunion Group 
 4:00 p.m. Stephen Ministry Sessions 
 4:00 p.m. Counseling Session 
 4:30 p.m. ACA Woman’s Group Step Study          
 5:30 p.m. ACA Families 
 5:30 p.m. Stephen Ministry Training 
 6:00 p.m. NAMI 
  
Today’s Ministry:    Shepherd Group   
 
Tuesday, September 3 
Psalm 28 Praise the LORD! For he has heard my cry for mercy. (v.6) 

Sometimes my grandson, who is five years old, spends the night. 
He sleeps in a different room than I do, which is down the hall. Sometimes 
in the middle of the night, he will cry out, “Grandma!” Sometimes he has a 
scary dream and needs assurance. Other times, he just wants to know I am 
there for him if he needs me. 

That’s how I feel about God. He hears me whenever I call out to 
Him. He hears me concerning important matters as well as insignificant 
matters. He is always listening. Proverbs 15:29 reminds us, “he hears the 
prayer of the        righteous.” 

Like a grandmother who keeps an open ear for her grandson, God 
is alert to my cry. I take comfort in knowing that I serve a mighty God who 
not only hears but sees and acts on my behalf. 

Today’s Ministry:     Stephen Ministry  
                
Thursday, September 5 
1 Kings 11:1-13 The LORD was very angry with Solomon, for his heart had 
turned away from the LORD, the God of Israel, who had appeared to him 
twice. (v.9) 

God was very good to Solomon. Over and over again, he had been 
blessed throughout his lifetime. This verse says God had even appeared to 
him twice. As we read, we see his downfall. It almost seems obvious that 
seven    hundred wives and three hundred concubines was not a good idea! 
Yet, sin isn’t always so obvious when it comes to our own lives. 

My conscience was pricked as I thought of the many ways my 
own heart turns away from God without me even thinking about it. Like 
television. What am I filling my eyes and mind with? Who am I socializing 
with? Do I like to “re-tell” news about other people—gossip? Have I let my 
daily Bible reading go by the wayside? 

It’s good to examine ourselves and our hearts. Is there a place you 
have wandered to, away from God? 

Psalms 37:1-18; James 3:13—4:12; Mark 15:12-21 
 

Birthdays:     O s Cooper, Tegan Dixon, Nathan Kremers,         
   Cayden Montoleone, Bradford Sco ,                        
   Danielle Swann 
 
Anniversaries:  Kelly and Bryan Garner 
 
Thursday’s Calendar:  
                 7:00 a.m. AA “Hour of Power”  
               10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite II 
                5:30 a.m.  Qigong Exercise Class 
 7:00 p.m. AlAnon—Stepping Stones 
 
Today’s Ministry:     Stewardship Commi ee 
 
Friday, September 6 
Psalm 31 I will be glad and rejoice in your unfailing love, for you have seen 
my troubles, and you care about the anguish of my soul. (v.7) 

I struggle with depression at times. It is often hard for me to    
control my thoughts and feelings when I am battling a bout of it. The enemy 
comes at me full-force and seems to shout, “God does not care about you.” 
I know this is a lie. So, I answer back with Bible verses like the one in this 
psalm. 

There is a big difference in simply knowing about something or 
actually caring about it. Satan would love for me to believe that God knows 
but doesn’t really care. How I am comforted to know that God does indeed 
know about all my troubles and difficulties. God not only knows about 
them, He truly cares! 

Jesus said God’s word is truth (John 17:17). I choose to stand 
strong, clinging to the truth that God understands my anguish—whether it 
be daily    troubles or depression. Like the psalmist, I will be glad and    
rejoice! 

1 Kings 8:65—9:9; Psalm 26; James 2:14-26; Mark 14:66-72 
 
Birthdays:           John Beltran, Peyton McCaughey,                      
   John Steinbach 
  
Tuesday’s Calendar : 
  7:00 a.m. AA “Hour of Power”  
 9:30 a.m.   Women’s Bible Study 
               10:00 a.m. St. Mary’s Thri  Store 
               12:10 p.m. Holy Eucharist & Healing 
  4:30 p.m. Counseling Sessions  
  6:00 p.m. Overeaters’ Anonymous 
  6:00 p.m. Family Promise 
                  7:30 p.m. AA Big Book Spirituality Group 
 
Today’s Ministry:   St. Mary’s Closet Thri  Store 
 
Wednesday, September 4 
James 3:1-12 Sometimes it praises our Lord and Father, and sometimes it 
curses those who have been made in the image of God. And so blessing 
and cursing come pouring out of the same mouth. Surely, my brothers and 
sisters, this is not right! (vv.9-10) 

My young grandson’s ears are always listening, even when I don’t 
think they are. If he hears me say the word “dumb” or “stupid,” he quickly    
reminds me these are not kind words to say. Then, he urges me to use    
different words. 

Like my grandson, the Holy Spirit also convicts me when I say or 
do things that are not pleasing to God. I get to choose. I can choose the way 
of the flesh or the way of the Spirit. I find when I slow down and think 
before I talk, it helps me to choose words wisely. Maybe that is why James 
also tells us to be quick to listen and slow to speak (1:19). 

Thank You, God, for the power of Your Holy Spirit that alerts me 
and enables me to say and do the things that are pleasing to You. 

1 Kings 9:24—10:13; Psalm 38; Mark 15:1-11 
 
Birthdays:    Connie Chesley, Colton Daub, Parker Daub,           
   Patricia Ditmars, Blanche Fox, Rebecca Rowley, 
   Tricia Sonneborn Pacious, Rachel Toedter   
 
Wednesday’s Calendar:   
  6:30 a.m.  Men’s Bible Study  
 7:00 a.m.  AA “Hour of Power” 
 9:30 a.m.  Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
                10:00 a.m.  Adult Life Group 
                10:00 a.m.  St. Mary’s Thri  Store 
                10:30 a.m.  Staff Mee ng 
 4:00 p.m.  Counseling Session 
    4:45 p.m.  Mary’s Kitchen 
 5:30 p.m.  AA “Daily Reflec ons” 
                  6:00 p.m.  NAMI 
                  7:00 p.m.  OA Mee ng    


