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Sunday, May 8 ~ Mothers’ Day 
Psalm 66 Shout for joy to God, all the earth! Sing the glory of his 
name; make his praise glorious. Say to God, “How awesome are your 
deeds! So great is your power that your enemies cringe before you. 
And the earth bows down to you; they sing praise to you, they sing 
the praises of your name.” (vv.1-4 NIV) 

This psalmist was praising God, perhaps after release from 
captivity in Egypt or possibly Babylon. We may not have been prison-
ers of war in captivity but we could have been released from other 
types of imprisonment, such as, illness, addiction, sin, debt, and the 
list goes on. 

In each case, the psalmist was probably leading the people 
in praise of God before, during, and after their calamity. Is it much 
different today? Israel was, until recently, the only nation in the world 
not authorized a seat at the United Nations. Israel and the United 
States are the only two nations on earth that have a death threat from 
other countries upon them. The Israelites have been, are now, and 
always will be God’s chosen people. Woe to the United States if we 
ever give up alliance with Israel. 

The United States will likely never be defeated militarily. If we 
ever lose the war for our souls, it will be a result of moral decay. Think 
of it like going to the dentist. You lose your teeth because of tooth 
decay, not because someone hit them with a hammer. Every nation 
that has fallen has fallen from within. 

Exodus 3:1-12; Psalm 67; Hebrews 12:18-29; Luke 10:17-24 
 

Birthdays:  Eleanor Cianciola, Cynthia Eaton, Candice Keene &
  Julia Abruzzo 
Anniversary:   Charles & Anne Hoffmann 
 
Today’s Calendar  
     7:30 a.m.        Holy Eucharist, Rite I  
     9:00 a.m.        Contemporary Family Worship Service  
     9:00 a.m.        Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
   10:00 a.m.        Coffee Reception in the Courtyard  
                10:15 a.m.        CFW Band Rehearsal  
                11:00 a.m.        Holy Eucharist, Rite II       
                  3:00 p.m.        Mother’s Day Concert 
     4:00 p.m.        Life Group                  
 

Today’s Ministry:  Alpha Course 

Why do we need continual fill-ups? Because we leak (sin). The one 
who is filled with the Spirit is filled with Christ and his word. Have you 
checked your gauge lately? 

Jeremiah 31:27-34; Psalm 102; Matthew 9:9-17 
 
Birthday:  Kathryn Ralicki 
 
Today’s Calendar  
   7:00 a.m.          AA “Hour of Power” 
                9:00 a.m.          A Way Out 
                9:30 a.m.          Friday Life Group 
 10:00 a.m.          Friday Bible Study 
 12:00 p.m.          NarcAnon “Clean at Noon” 
   8:00 p.m.          Friday Night Young Peoples’ AA 
 
Today’s Ministry:  Call to Discipleship 
 
 
Saturday, May 14 
Ephesians 6:10-24 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty 
power. Put on the full armor of God, so that you can take your stand 
against the devil’s schemes. (vv.10-11) 

So how do we tie a ribbon around this week’s passages? The 
answer is in today’s Scripture readings. The Christian duty of unity 
and purity is complicated by the presence of hostile spiritual powers. 
Christ’s cross and resurrection are the devil’s undoing. You can read 
the battle equipment list as well as I can. I would invite your attention 
to the fact there is only one offensive weapon, the sword of the Spirit, 
the Word of God. All the rest are defensive. Note nothing is stated for 
the back. We are not to turn and run but to stand firm and fight. Is it 
time we became prayer warriors in God’s army? Remember the ter-
rorist attack on Paris, France in November 2015? That happened as I 
was writing this. Are you ready for battle? 

Ezekiel 36:22-27; Psalms 107:33-43, 108; Matthew 9:18-26 
 
Birthdays:   Joe Schneider, Peggy Millican & Jayne Burdick 
 
Today’s Calendar    
   7:00 a.m.         AA “Hour of Power” 
    9:30 a.m.         AA Step Study for Women 
 12:00 p.m.         NarcAnon “Clean at Noon”   
   5:00 p.m.         Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
   6:00 p.m.         Passover Seder 
   6:30 p.m.         Klean N’Krazy 
   8:30 p.m.         NarcAnon “Not Alone” 
    
Today’s Ministry:  Choir 
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Monday, May 9 
Joshua 1:1-9 After the death of Moses the servant of the Lord, the 
Lord said to Joshua son of Nun, Moses’ aide: “Moses my servant is 
dead. Now then, you and all these people, get ready to cross the Jor-
dan River into the land I am about to give to them—to the Israelites. I 
will give you every place where you set your foot, as I promised Mo-
ses.” (vv.1-3) 

Moses’ death concludes the judgment of God on the genera-
tion that came out of Egypt. Even “after the death of Moses” the Lord 
was faithful to His promises. 

Joshua’s name was changed from “Hoshea” (“salvation”) to 
“Joshua” (“the Lord is salvation”) by Moses. He was one of the men 
sent from Kadesh-barnea to explore the land, and he joined Caleb in 
calling on the Israelites to trust the Lord and not to rebel against Him. 
Like Caleb, he escaped the judgment that fell on that generation be-
cause of its refusal to obey God at Kadesh-barnea. The land is God’s 
gift to the Israelites, in faithfulness to His promise to Abraham. The 
land is an expression of what the New Testament calls “grace” (see 
Ephesians 2:8-10). We are saved by grace alone, through faith alone, 
in Christ alone. This is true for both you and me. If so, do we believe 
it? If we believe it, do we act like it? If we do not act like it, we do not 
believe it. If not, why not? If there were any other way, why did Jesus 
have to die? 

Psalm 89:1-18; Ephesians 3:1-13; Matthew 8:5-17 
 

Birthdays:      Susan Murphy & Amanda Hill 
Anniversary:   Bill & Alexis Stuckey 
 
Today’s Calendar        
    7:00 a.m.        AA “Hour of Power” 
    5:45 p.m.        ACA Meeting (Adult Children of Alcoholics) 
                 6:30 p.m.        Life Group 
            
Today’s Ministry:  Altar Guild 
 
 
Tuesday, May 10 
Ephesians 3:14-21 I pray that out of his glorious riches he may 
strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 
so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. (vv.16-17a). 

This is some of Paul’s most pointed language about the 
work of the Holy Spirit within individuals. Much of Ephesians ad-
dresses believers’ corporate identity. But Christ also dwells in indi-
vidual hearts. Christianity is neither a common confession to the 
exclusion of individual experience, nor a private piety without cor-
porate vision. As the “living stones” are linked in love, God’s dwell-
ing grows and is filled with Christ himself. God uses the love 
among “all the saints”—Jew and Gentile alike—to build a whole 
that is greater than any of its individual parts. That is called syner-
gism. The spatial language exalts Christ’s love for his people—a 
love that is inclusive, inexhaustible, and self-sacrificing. 

The Christian rock group, Casting Crowns, expresses this 
in the chorus to one of their hit songs, Thrive: “Joy unspeakable, 
faith unsinkable, love unstoppable, anything is possible.” Say that 

three times very fast. If that does not light your fire, you’ve got wet 
wood. 

1 Samuel 16:1-13a; Psalms 97, 99, 100; Matthew 8:18-27 
 

Birthdays:  Barbara Hartley, Bud Bell, Jodell Dye,  
  Maguire Stuckey & Corbin Keene 
 
Today’s Calendar           
   7:00 a.m.         AA “Hour of Power” 
              10:00 a.m.         Bible Study 
 12:10 p.m.         Holy Eucharist and Healing 
   4:00 p.m.         Co-Ed AA Step Study 
                6:00 p.m.         Overeaters’ Anonymous 
   7:30 p.m.         NarcAnon “Just for Today”  
   
Today’s Ministry: American Red Cross 
 
 
Wednesday, May 11 
Ephesians 4:1-16 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you 
were called to one hope when you were called; one Lord, one 
faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is over all and 
through all and in all. (vv.4-6) 

At each baptismal service we recite these words. Did you 
ever notice the word “one” is repeated seven times—three times 
for Persons of the Godhead, and four times for aspects of His sal-
vation. As believers, we are called to a certain life. As Christians 
we share the grace of salvation through faith. Each of us is also 
given some particular gift of grace to benefit the church. It is a 
spiritual gift, not something you are born with the first time. God 
does not call the equipped, He equips the called. Is Jesus more 
than a name? Is church more than a place? Are parishioners more 
than a face? If the answer is yes to these questions, why does the 
body of Christ have unmet needs? If the answer is no to the ques-
tions, are we hoarding our time, talent, and treasure gifts? 

Isaiah 4:2-6; Psalms 101, 109; Matthew 8:28-34 
 
Birthdays:   Fran Martinez, Annemarie Robbins & Cheryl Edney 
 
Today’s Calendar           
    6:30 a.m.         Men’s Bible Study 
    7:00 a.m.           AA “Hour of Power” 
     9:30 a.m.           Holy Eucharist   
   10:00 a.m.          Staff Meeting  
    4:45 p.m.           Mary’s Kitchen 
    5:30 p.m.           AA “Daily Reflections” 
    5:30 p.m.           Facility Committee Meeting 
    7:00 p.m.           Life Group 
    8:30 p.m.           NarcAnon “Klean and Krazy” 
 
Today’s Ministry:  Backpack Buddies 
 
 
 

Thursday, May 12 
Ephesians 4:17-32 So I tell you this, and insist on it in the Lord, that 
you must no longer live as the Gentiles do, in the futility of their think-
ing. They are darkened in their understanding and separated from the 
life of God because of the ignorance that is in them due to the hard-
ening of their hearts. Having lost all sensitivity, they have given them-
selves over to sensuality so as to indulge in every kind of impurity, 
and they are full of greed. (vv.17-19) 

This passage closely resembles the critique of Gentile culture 
in Romans 1:24-31. I recommend you read it now. While the letter to 
the Romans shows God as giving Gentiles over to a reckless and 
wanton life, Ephesians presents the same progression from the hu-
man side: those who have turned aside “have given themselves 
up” (v.19). God has broken the cycle of death by giving them an un-
derstanding of His Son and His work on their behalf. Do we truly be-
lieve that? If so, why do we behave as described here and in Ro-
mans? 

Belonging to Christ involves repudiating an old life and em-
bracing a new one. The image is that of taking off fraying clothes and 
putting on new ones. Do you wear old tattered clothes when you have 
new? You cannot have a foot in both camps. You have to choose 
between the old life and the new. There is no plan B. Life is full of 
choices. Choices have consequences. Choose wisely, your ultimate 
destination depends on it. 

Zechariah 4:1-14; Psalm 105:1-22; Matthew 9:1-8 
 
Anniversary:  John & Jean Lockwood 
 
Today’s Calendar          
    7:00 a.m.        AA “Hour of Power” 
               10:00 a.m.        Holy Eucharist 
               12:30 p.m.        Overeaters’ Anonymous 
    4:00 p.m.        St. Mary’s Choristers 
                 6:30 p.m.        Life Group 
    7:00 p.m.        Choir Evening Rehearsal 
                 7:00 p.m.        AlAnon “Stepping Stones”   
                 8:30 p.m.        DAA  
                                                                                                                             
Today’s Ministry:  Womens Cursillo 
 
 
Friday, May 13 
Ephesians 5:1-20 Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauch-
ery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit, speaking to one another with 
psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit. Sing and make music from 
your heart to the Lord, always giving thanks to God the Father for 
everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. (vv.18-20). 

At the beginning of today’s reading we get a continued dose 
of what not to do. But we also get guidance on how to do what we 
should and not do what defiles us. The answer is that believers must 
extend to others the forgiveness and love God has extended to them. 
How do we do that? Be filled with the Holy Spirit. 

While the sealing of the Spirit is a once-for-all initiation into 
the Christian life, the filling of the Spirit applies to all the Christian life. 
This filling is not only repeatable, but is to be sought again and again. 


