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Sunday, July 2 
 

Romans 4:13-25 …being fully persuaded that God had power 
to do what he had promised. This is why “it was credited to him 
as righteousness.” (vv.21-22 NIV) 

Taking a person at their word demonstrates trust and 
confidence in them—it demonstrates faith in them. To take 
someone’s word as the equivalent of hard proof is to make a 
statement about what we choose to believe. We could pound a 
church pew to see if it is sturdy or we could just sit down when 
we arrive there. Most of us today trusted the pews were sturdy 
enough to hold us without testing them first. Also, we had 
some past experience to encourage us to trust that the pews 
were still dependable this week, too. 

That’s the kind of faith Abraham had in what God said 
to him. He didn’t ask for any other proof. God’s word, His    
instructions, were enough. God recorded this story so would 
learn from it and follow Abraham’s example. That’s how we will 
deserve the same honor and recognition Abraham received. 

1 Samuel 10:1-16; Psalm 118; Matthew 21:23-32 
 

Birthdays:        Jeff Davis, Mary Gucciardo, Chris Thomas, 
      Jimmy Peterson 
 
Sunday’s Calendar 
 8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
 9:00 a.m. Contemporary Family Worship Service 
  10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II  
  11:15 a.m. Coffee in the Smith Hall  
 
Today’s Ministry:   R.O.C.K. 
 
 
Monday, July 3 
 
Psalm 106:1-18 But they soon forgot what he had done and 
did not wait for his counsel. In the desert they gave in to their 
craving. (vv.13-14a) 
 
 

Good News Daily 

Birthdays:      Mary Chase, Connie Hart, Cindy Ziemba, 
  John Chapman, Shanna Scott,  
  Tiffany Hughes, Ashley Ciliberti    
 

Friday’s Calendar    
 7:00 a.m. AA “Hour of Power”  
 9:00 a.m. A Way Out  
 9:30 a.m. Friday Life Group  
 10:00 a.m. Friday Bible Study  
 11:00 a.m. Life Group’s LAHIA Project  
 8:00 p.m. Friday Night Young Peoples’ AA              
                                                    
Today’s Ministry:      Sunday School  
 
Saturday, July 8 
 

Acts 9:10-19a “Lord,” Ananias answered, “I have heard many 
reports about this man and all the harm he has done to your 
saints in Jerusalem. And he has come here with authority from 
the chief priests to arrest all who call on your name.” (vv.13-14) 

If the sun rose this morning, you may be sure God has a 
plan for the day. It is probably different from what we expected or 
asked for, so we may want to argue with God when He starts to 
carry out His plan for the day. We don’t want God to make a mis-
take. We want to protect Him from embarrassment. 

Ananias couldn’t believe what he was hearing when God 
told him to go pray for the worst persecutor of the church. Was it 
possible God didn’t know what Saul had been doing to those who 
followed Jesus? Or was it just that Ananias did not know what 
plans God had for Saul that would be a blessing to the church? 
God knew what He was doing then. Will we trust God to know 
what He is doing today? 

1 Samuel 14:16-30; Psalms 137, 144; Luke 23:32-43 
 

Birthdays:    Tom Newton, Kate Gilbert, Phoebe Zayas,  
  Brian Brown     
   

Saturday’s Calendar    
 7:00 a.m. AA “Hour of Power”  

 9:00 a.m. Shepherd Group 

 9:30 a.m. AA Step Study for Women 

 12:00 p.m. NarcAnon “Clean@Noon” 
 5:00 p.m. Eucharist, Rite II 

 5:00 p.m. Wedding Reception 

 6:30 p.m. NarcAnon “Kleen N Krazy” 

 8:30 p.m. NarcAnon “Not Alone” 
 

Today’s Ministry:       Sunday School Teachers 
 

* * * 

By Rick Hoover 
 

Used with permission from the BIBLE READING FELLOWSHIP 
PO Box 380, Winter Park, FL 32790 

www.biblereading.org 

“Growing into Jesus - Reaching out with love” 



A distant relative contacted us and told is she would be 
stopping by for a visit. Could we arrange for her accommodations? 
My wife got on the computer and made reservations for the three 
days she would be in town. 

The day of our visitor’s arrival came and she called. The 
hotel we sent her to “looked dirty” and “no one was at the front 
desk.” She had gone elsewhere. My wife called to cancel the    
reservation. The clerk said, “I’ve been here since 3 o’clock. We 
never saw her.” 

My wife told me we should say nothing to our guest. At 
first I disagreed. Then I remembered our daily prayer: “Forgive us 
as we forgive others.” Thank You, Lord, for reminding me what 
You said and of all You have done for me. I don’t want to give in to 
the craving to satisfy myself and end up lost in the wilderness. 

1 Samuel 10:17-27; Acts 7:44—8:1a; Luke 22:52-62 
 
Birthdays:        Jane Miller, Vic Ardito, Marian Metznik,  
              Geoffrey Mayfield  
 

Anniversary:    John & Carol Wagner  
 
Monday’s Calendar   
 7:00 a.m.  AA “Hour of Power” 
 5:30 p.m. ACA Meeting  (Adult Children of Alcoholics)  
        
Today’s Ministry:      Shepherd Group 
 

 

Tuesday, July 4 — INDEPENDENCE DAY  
 
Acts 8:1-13 But Saul began to destroy the church. Going from 
house to house, he dragged off men and women and put them in 
prison. Those who had been scattered preached the word wherev-
er they went. (vv 3-4) 

I had been in the hospital a week. My wife stayed in my 
room, eating her meals there. Then she decided she wanted to get 
supper in the hospital cafeteria. I hated to be without her but   
wanted her to have a break. While I was alone I prayed and      
argued with God about having to be in the hospital at all. I got no 
answers. 

But my wife was practically dancing when she returned an 
hour later. She had overheard two young nurses talking in the  
cafeteria. One was distraught because an elderly patient had fallen 
out of her bed and the nurse was unable to catch her. She was so 
upset with herself she wanted to quit. 

My wife stepped over to their table. “I’m sorry, I couldn’t 
help overhear—and I want to tell you, you mustn’t quit!” It turned 
out the nurses were both Christians so my wife prayed with both of 
them, for their work and their patients! Once again we saw how 
God is able to turn bad situations into opportunities of blessing. 

1 Samuel 11:1-15; Psalms 120, 121, 122, 123; Luke 22:63-71 
 

Birthdays:         Larry Gray, Jim Bowdish, Kevin Sullivan,   
  Laura Rangel, Savannah Colon, Jack Thyrre,    
  Sheridan Baker 
 

Anniversaries:    Len & Betty Nichols, Paula & Terry Scheid  
  
Tuesday’s Calendar  - Office Closed 
 7:00 a.m. AA “Hour of Power”  
 12:10 p.m. Service is Cancelled 
     5:30 p.m. Overeaters’ Anonymous Meeting 
 7:30 p.m. NarcAnon “Just for Today” 
 
Today’s Ministry:      St. Mary’s  Closet Thrift Store 

 
Wednesday, July 5 
 

Luke 23:1-12 When Herod saw Jesus, he was greatly pleased, 
because for a long time he had been wanting to see him. From 
what he had heard about him, he hoped to see him perform 
some miracle. (v.8) 

It was like a child given a big expensive toy at     
Christmas. Everyone is laughing when the child ignores the toy 
hidden under the wrapping paper and just wants to play with 
the box. The child’s sense of values has not been properly 
formed. The child thinks he knows what he wants, what will 
bring him the most entertainment. There is no way to talk him 
into changing his mind. He’s made up his mind. He’s made his 
choice. It’s kind of funny when a child does it. 

It’s not funny to see an adult do it. And if he happens to 
be the king, as Herod was, it is probably impossible to talk him 
into changing his mind. Jesus didn’t even try. Herod wanted to 
see something amazing. He never recognized the incredible 
opportunity standing right before him. 

Let us be careful that we don’t miss the gifts of        
opportunity God puts before us today. 
1 Samuel 12:1-6, 16-25; Psalm 119:145-176; Acts 8:14-25  
 
Birthdays:          Claire Deegan, Alexis Stuckey,  
               Jonathan Prevatte, Teddy Mayfield  
 

Anniversaries:   Lon & Nan King, John & Joan Kaichen 

 

Wednesday’s Calendar   

 6:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Study  
 7:00 a.m. AA “Hour of Power” 
 9:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist 
  10:00 a.m. Staff Meeting 
 1:00 p.m. Waters Edge Recovery 
 4:45 p.m. Mary’s Kitchen 
 5:30 p.m. AA “Daily Reflections” 
 7:00 p.m.  Life Group  
 8:30 p.m. NarcAnon “Klean and Krazy” 
 
Today’s Ministry       St Mary’s Music Series 

 

 

Thursday, July 6 
 

Acts 8:26-40 Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Go south to 
the road—the desert road—that goes down from Jerusalem to   
Gaza.” (v.26) 

If the sun rose this morning, you may be sure God has a 
plan for the day. We may not see or understand the plan fully until 
the end of the day and maybe not even then. But it’s there. 

Deacon Philip had seen tremendous miracles and success 
for the Gospel when he went to Samaria. Now God told him to walk 
away, down the long, lonely road to Gaza. 

But even the loneliness of that road served God’s purpose. 
When Philip hitched a ride with the Ethiopian eunuch, he had an 
uninterrupted time to teach the man about the Scriptures he had 
been reading. The eunuch’s conversion turned him into a witness 
for an entire new country and continent. God’s plan for the day   
exceeded anything Philip could have dreamed on his own. All it 
took for God’s plan to succeed was for Philip to go when God said, 
“Go!” 

1 Samuel 13:5-18; Psalms 131, 132, 133; Luke 23:13-25 
 
Birthdays:            John Thackrah, Sheila Hainline-Cooley,  
                  John Baker, Kera Maxwell        
 
Thursday’s Calendar     
 7:00 a.m. AA “Hour of Power”  
 10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist - Rite II 
 12:30 p.m. Overeaters’ Anonymous Meeting 
 5:30 p.m. ACA Men’s Group 
 7:00 p.m. AlAnon “Stepping Stones”  
 
Today’s Ministry:       Stewardship Committee 

 
Friday, July 7 
 

Acts 9:1-9 “Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked. “I am Jesus, whom 
you are persecuting,” he replied. “Now get up and go into the city, 
and you will be told what you must do.” (vv.5-6) 

Like yesterday, if the sun rose this morning, you may be 
sure God has a plan for the day. Oswald Chambers says we should 
not expect that God intends to give us success in our plans. God 
has His own plan. He is looking for servants who will carry out His 
agenda, not their own. 

Of course, the Rabbi Saul already thought he was carrying 
out God’s own holy plan. Jesus did not hesitate to stop him and 
correct him in his tracks. That changed Saul’s direction in life and 
his name, too. Jesus saw that Paul was dedicated and would make 
a powerful evangelist for the fledgling church. 

To convert him before he could do further damage was 
also part of God’s plan that day. It would be awhile before everyone 
else could see that. But eventually the church saints down through 
all ages would praise God for it. 

1 Samuel 13:19—14:15; Psalms 140, 142; Luke 23:26-31 


