
Sunday, July 1 

Acts 17:12-34 “Men of Athens! I see that in every way you are very religious. For 
as I walked around and looked carefully at your objects of worship, I even found an 
altar with this inscription: to an unknown God. Now what you worship as     
something unknown I am going to proclaim to you.” (vv.22a-23 NIV) 

This whole passage from Acts shows Paul’s great courage and his    
God-given wisdom, as he is brought before the intellectually elite group of men, 
known as the Areopagus, who were something like a Supreme Court of Athens.         
Athenians were always interested in hearing about new ideas, and some of the 
local philosophers had heard Paul preach the good news about Jesus and his 
resurrection. Disputing his teaching, and exasperated with him, they brought Paul 
to present this “new idea” to the Areopagus. 

Paul begins his address with a compliment, then briefly summarizes 
what he as observed of their worship patterns. The fact that they worshiped many 
gods, including one “unknown god” opens the door for him to proclaim, “The God 
who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and does 
not live in temples built by hands.” Paul clearly laid out the gospel, and when he 
had finished, some sneered, some wanted to hear more, and, “a few men became 
followers of Paul and believed.” (v.34) 

Lord, help us to be unafraid to share the gospel with scoffers and       
non-believers, and even the “religious” people who have missed the truth. By  
sharing, we might just be saving others’ lives. 

Numbers 21:4-9, 21-35; Psalm 118; Luke 13:10-17 

 
 

Birthday:            Sandra McNiff 

  

 

Sunday’s Calendar  

   TRUE FUND SUNDAY 

 7:30 a.m.  Holy Eucharist, Rite I 

 9:00 a.m.  Contemporary Family Worship Service  

               10:30 a.m.  Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

                                  Coffee Hour - Smith Hall  

    after 10:30 A.M. Service 

 

Today’s Ministry:    Choir 

 

Monday, July  2 

Matthew 21:12-22 “If you believe, you will receive whatever you ask for in         
prayer.” (v.22) 

Does this verse mean that if I believe in Jesus I can get all my prayers 
answered the way I want them answered? Does it imply that I can tell God what I 
want/need, and if I believe He has the power to get it for me, He will? Is this some 
sort of magical formula: believe, pray, ask, and receive exactly what you’ve asked 

Saturday,  July 7 

Matthew 22:23-40 Jesus replied, “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest               
commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ All the 
Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.” (vv.37-40) 

The Pharisees never stopped trying to discredit Jesus, and this reply 
was in answer to a question they had asked to “test” him: “Teacher, which is the 
greatest commandment in the Law?” They likely had assumed that whatever   
answer Jesus gave, they could find a way to find fault with it. Scripture doesn’t 
record their reaction to this answer. The very next verse of Matthew tells us that 
then Jesus began to ask them some questions, and finally they were unable to 
answer Him: “and from that day on no one dared to ask him any more              
questions.” (v.46) 

I have pondered the above quoted verses and have come to understand 
what an absolutely brilliant response Jesus gave. If we do, indeed, love God in this 
deep, “full-on” totally committed fashion, and if we truly love others as ourselves, 
we will therefore be keeping all the other commandments, or “laws.” 

Oh, precious Lord, help us to love as You have loved us. 
Numbers 24:12-25; Psalms 137, 144; Romans 8:18-25 

 
 
 
Birthdays:       Mary Chase, Connie Hart, Cindy Ziemba, Jon  

   Chapman, Shanna Scott, Ashley Ciliberti, Tiffany  

   Hughes   

 

 

 

Saturday’s Calendar   

 7:00 a.m.  AA “Hour of Power”  

 9:30 a.m.  AA Step Study for Women 

              12:00 p.m.  Nar-Anon “Clean at Noon” 

 5:00 p.m.  Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

 6:30 p.m.  Nar-Anon “Kleen N Krazy” 

 8:30 p.m.  Nar-Anon “Not Alone” 

 

 

 

Today’s Ministry:     Finance Committee 
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for? Would I be truly happy if God were simply the “great Santa Claus in the sky?” 
Absolutely not! If this were the way God and prayer worked, He would 

simply be rewarding and encouraging selfishness, pridefulness, and lust. The Bible 
clearly teaches the opposite. God rewards the humble, not the self-centered.   
Peter, in 1 Peter 5:5, quotes Proverbs 3:34 when he writes, “God opposes the 
proud but gives grace to the humble.” 

Being humble implies total trust and complete submission to the God 
who loves us so much that He willingly sent His one and only Son to die on the 
cross as a sacrifice for my sins, so that by his resurrection I may be forgiven,   
redeemed, and receive eternal life. Wanting anything less than this is foolish. 

Dear Lord, thank You for forgiving me when I act selfishly, and please 
teach me humility as You deepen my faith. 

Numbers 22:1-21; Psalm 106:1-18; Romans 6:12-23 

 
Birthdays:        Jeff Davis, Danie Victor-Laguerre, Mary Gucciardo, 

   Chris Thomas, Jimmy Peterson  

                                             

Monday’s Calendar  

 7:00 a.m.   AA “Hour of Power” 

 5:30 p.m.  ACA Families 

  

Today’s Ministry:     Coffee Hour Ministry  

 

Tuesday, July 3 

Psalm 121 He will not let your foot slip—he who watches over you will not slumber; 
indeed, he who watches over Israel will neither slumber not sleep. (vv.3-4) 

I am a very blessed woman who has been privileged to raise three   
wonderful children who have, in turn, blessed me with the joy of eight terrific        
grandchildren. So when I read Psalm 121, it brought back memories of “watching 
over” my children…when they were sick, rocking a feverish child back to sleep in 
the middle of the night; bathing and then changing crib sheets for babies with upset 
tummies when their cries woke me during the night; fumbling to the kitchen in the 
dark house to prepare a bottle for a sobbing infant; getting out of bed to get some 
aspirin to lessen the pain of a child’s broken arm when they awoke hours before 
dawn. 

Like all dutiful mothers, I lost my share of sleep; but it was such a small 
sacrifice when compared to the joys my children have brought me. I lived with a bit 
of sleep deprivation for a few years because I loved them so much, and it was my 
job to take care of them. However, my motherly love does not even begin to    
approach the depth and power of God’s love for all his children. 

Think about the verse above and just picture our God who never goes to 
sleep because He is always watching over us. Wow! 

Numbers 22:21-38; Psalms 120, 122, 123; Romans 7:1-12; Matthew 21:23-32 

 
Birthdays:      Jane Miller, Vic Ardito, Marian Metznik, Geoffrey  

   Mayfield 

 

Anniversary:     John & Carol Wagner  

 

 

Tuesday’s Calendar   

 7:00 a.m.  AA “Hour of Power”  

              12:10 p.m.  Holy Eucharist & Healing 

 6:00 p.m.  Overeaters’ Anonymous 

  

 

Today’s Ministry:      Counters 

 

Wednesday, July 4 

Matthew 21:33-46 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard Jesus’         
parables, they knew he was talking about them. (v.45) 

In this passage Jesus tells the “Parable of the wicked Tenants,” or as 
The Message calls it, “The Story of the Greedy Farmhands.” The chief priests and 
the Pharisees must have listened to Jesus fairly attentively because they definitely 
figured out that they themselves were indeed the “wicked tenants” in this story, and 
were the ones who had disobeyed God and would soon be responsible for plotting 
to kill the Vineyard Owner’s son. 

The sad thing to me about these leaders is that they professed to know 
everything about God, His laws, the prophets who had preceded Jesus…they had 
the Torah, the Psalms, and the story of God’s people from creation to that present 
day. And still they failed to recognize that Jesus was the fulfillment of all that God 
had predicted and promised. They had the Messiah himself, to whom all the    
Scriptures pointed all through their Bible, and yet they were completely blind to the 
truth and considered this Jesus a rebel, a troublemaker, and a threat to their way 
of life and their control over the people of Israel. 

We know that no one can accept and believe that Jesus is who he   
professes to be unless the Holy Spirit has opened the eyes of their hearts. I pray, 
Father that You would open the eyes of all who are blind, and keep my eyes open 
and focused on You so that I may continue to see You more fully each day. 

Numbers 22:41—23:12; Psalm 119:145-176; Romans 7:13-25 
 

Birthdays:      Jim Bowdish, Kevin Sullivan, Brian Daub, Craig  

   Franzen, Laura Rangel, Savannah Colon, Jack  

   Thyrre, Sheridan Baker 

 

Anniversary:     Paula & Terry Scheid 

 

Wednesday’s Calendar 

   Church Closed 

  

Today’s Ministry:     Daughters of the King   

 

 

Thursday, July 5 

Romans 8:1-11 The mind of sinful man is death, but the mind controlled by the 
Spirit is life and peace; the sinful mind is hostile to God. It does not submit to God’s 
law, nor can it do so. (vv.6-7) 

Paul wrote this masterful letter to the Christians of Rome before he  
actually visited Rome. Neither Paul nor any of the apostles had yet been to Rome, 
and apparently the church there had been started by Jews who had become    
believers while in Jerusalem during Pentecost. In this letter, Paul lays out a highly 
organized, logical statement of his faith, explaining the facts of the gospel, the 
foundations of the faith, sin, salvation, forgiveness, the law, and grace. The latter 
chapters of Paul’s letter to the Romans deal with personal responsibilities and 
practical teaching on how to live as a Christian in a hostile world. 

Paul shows us that we have a choice in life: we can allow our minds to 
be ruled, dominated, and controlled either by sin or by God’s Holy Spirit. The   
effects of each choice are clear. Sin results in death (on many levels), but the Spirit
-led mind results in (eternal) life, and lasting peace. There is no such peace unless 
we submit ourselves to God and obey Him only. When we come to faith in Jesus, 
God gives us the Holy Spirit and it is only through the power of that Spirit that we 
are enabled to be obedient and to attain a peaceful life. 

Thank You, gracious Lord, that You are ever ready to help us choose 
rightly and to keep us on the path of righteousness. 

Numbers 23:11-26; Psalms 131, 132, 133; Matthew 22:1-14 

 
 
 

Birthdays:     Claire Deegan, Alexis Stuckey, Jonathan Prevatte,  

        Teddy Mayfield,   

 

 

Anniversaries:    John & Joan Kaichen, Lon & Nan King  

 

 

Thursday’s Calendar     

 7:00 a.m.  AA “Hour of Power”  

 7:30 a.m.  Prayer Send-Off  of Missioners 

              10:00 a.m.  Holy Eucharist 

              10:00 a.m.                 Staff Meeting  

 5:30 p.m.  ACA Men’s Group 

 7:00 p.m.  Al-Anon “Stepping Stones”  

 

 

Today’s Ministry:     Eucharistic Visitors  

 

 

Friday,  July 6 

Romans 8:12-17 For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to 
fear, but you received the Spirit of Sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba,             
Father.” (v.15) 

God’s incredible gift to all true believers, the Holy Spirit, is described 
here as a spirit of sonship that enables us to have an intimate relationship with 
God the Father. The word, “abba,” is the Aramaic word for “father,” and is       
sometimes translated as “Daddy.” The Romans reading Paul’s letter would       
immediately make the connection that now our “daddy” will care for, love, and   
protect us, so that fear has no place in our lives if we believe and trust our Daddy. 

In Paul’s second letter to Timothy, 1:7, he writes, “For God did not give 
us a spirit of timidity (some translations use “fear” in place of “timidity”), but a spirit 
of power, of love, and of self-discipline.” I had been a fearful person since         
childhood, but I hid this flaw from most people and tried to conquer my fears 
through my own determination and self-will. However, despite how strong I (and 
many others) thought I was, I just couldn’t keep fear out of my life, and thankfully, 
in time I came to believe the Scripture and trust that God’s Holy Spirit working in 
me could banish fear, and he did! Yes, there are still times when fear begins to 
creep into my thoughts, but if I call on the power of the Spirit, he dissolves it. What 
a great miracle for me! 

Thank You, most gracious Lord, for this great gift You have given to all 
believers. Help us to not forget to call on the Spirit in any time of need. 

Numbers 24:1-13; Psalms 140, 142; Matthew 22:15-22 
 

 

Birthday:        John Thackrah, Sheila Hainline-Cooley, John Baker, 

   Kera Maxwell 

 

Friday’s Calendar 

 7:00 a.m.  AA “Hour of Power”  

 9:00 a.m.  A Way Out  

 9:30 a.m.  Life Group 

              10:00 a.m.  Bible Study 

 8:00 p.m.  Friday Night Young Peoples’ AA      

 

Today’s Ministry:    Facilities Committee 


