
St. Mary’s Episcopal Church 
Vestry Meeting 

28 February 2017 
 
 

In Attendance:  Kathy Pignataro, Bob Brown, Peter Dayton, Brendan Rogan, 
Pat Camper, Al Krueger, Ernie Peixotto, Alec Connolly (non-Vestry member), 
Lenore Hubbard, Amy Wilcox, Sally Hastings, Father Todd, Father Christian and 
Melissa Lewis 
 
Absent:  Beth Beltran, Joe Ciliberti, Trina Perna, David Earle 
 
After a light pancake supper, the meeting commenced at 6:30 pm. 
 
Opening Reflections and Prayer, Father Todd:  The Vestry read together Acts 
4: 32-37, regarding the early Believers sharing their possessions within their 
community.  During discussion of this passage, the Vestry concluded that the 
power of the Holy Spirit brought these people together as all of one heart and 
one mind, for the good of all.  The apostles served as leaders during this critical 
time, continuing to testify of the resurrection of our Lord Jesus.  Their teachings 
were being lived out in their community, serving simply as stewards of their 
possessions, and sharing everything with each other. 
 
When considering the relevance of this reading to St. Mary’s current hopes of 
improving our campus through the 2017 Capital Campaign (CC), the CC can be 
an opportunity for our church members to work together for the benefit of all, 
especially during this time of Lent.  Father Todd requested that the Vestry 
members lead the way for pledging to the CC.  He distributed pledge forms for 
the Annual Campaign and the CC to each Vestry member, and requested that 
these forms be turned in to the church by Sunday, March 5th.  Father Todd stated 
that he and his wife, Darla, commit to 10% routinely, however, for this campaign, 
there are bumping it up to 20%, along with a special gift above that.  Advance 
Commitment Gatherings will begin to occur in church members neighborhoods, 
where Father Todd and Terry Goolsby (consultant) will attend and encourage 
participation in the CC.  St. Mary’s has already received $500,000 of the $2.5 
million dollar Campaign target.  At these gatherings, Father Todd will emphasize 
this positive momentum and also state that the Vestry members are leading the 
charge with 100% completion of their pledge forms. 
 
Father Todd requested prayers for Vestry member Beth Beltran’s son who hurt 
his back and may have to quit school. 
 
New Vestry Members were welcomed:  Bob Brown, Peter Dayton, Amy Wilcox, 
Pat Camper and Trina Perna.   
 
 (*) Minutes 
A motion was made by to approve the Financial Report without corrections and 
seconded. 
 



Committee Reports:  Tom Baker represented by Alec Connolly, Capital 
Campaign Update 

 The Marys & Mimosas event held between services on Sunday, February 
26th went well, however, the following questions were raised by church 
members: 
1)  Their vision is clear for the Sanctuary, but unclear for the Pittenger 

Center.  It was suggested that a Rendering be created for this specific 
space. 

2) Parishioners want to hear Father Todd’s views about all of the plans. 

 Alec reported that Tom B. feels we need to continue holding events 
regarding the CC to continue these most worthy discussions.   

 Tom B. also suggests that a single email address be created where 
parishioners can send communications specifically for the CC. 

 Pat C. was part of the tour of the Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd 
in Tequesta, the example of a successful church renovation such as the 
one being considered here at St. Mary’s.  She suggested that a video be 
created of that property for our parishioners to view as a marketing tool for 
the CC. 

 Peter D. suggested turning the Pittenger Center into the style of a Fine 
Arts Center, for rental income purposes. 

 In regards to St. Mary’s operating budget being increased by 6% for 2017, 
Peter D. recommended that this increase should not occur.  St. Mary’s 
should live within our means until we no longer need to pull from the 
reserves to make ends meet. 

 Alec referred to the Rarados currently being stored on property, and 
passed around to the Vestry a rendering of the Rarados mounted at the 
alter where previously was a blank wall.  The Rarados will need major 
refurbishing prior to future use.  Also, Alec stated that one of the 
parishioners suggested installing windows (for more light) in the Center.   

 Peter D. suggested that we should provide a very clear vision of the 
Pittenger Center to the congregation prior to soliciting funding, with the 
creation of a Rendering.  Kathy P. agreed with Peter D. on this 
suggestion.   

 Father Todd stated that there are funds in the marketing portion of the 
budget for the creation of a Rendering.   

Father Todd asked that Peter D. report back to the CC Committee with these 
suggestions. 
 
Note:  Father Todd added that he will communicate his views on the CC on 
Sunday, March 5th, and will entertain questions from the Parish. 

 
Parish Administrator’s Report, Melissa Lewis:  Written report provided prior to 
meeting.  Filed by Title.  Highlight:  December financials went out today and 
January/February’s to follow shortly.  Melissa is working with Jeff Harfst and Don 
Davis to develop “Church Financial Procedures”.  Discussion was held regarding 
Online Giving and whether St. Mary’s is charged with fees for that process.  
Melissa stated that St. Mary’s is not charged. 
 
People’s Warden’s Report, Kathy Pignataro:  Written report provided prior to 
meeting.  Filed by Title.  Highlight:  Kathy reported on the upcoming 5th Annual 



St. Mary’s Closet Fashion Show Gala in the Pittenger Center on Saturday, March 
4th.  The event will benefit the Samaritan Center for Young Boys and Families in 
Stuart. 
 
Rector’s Warden’s Report, Lenore Hubbard:  Written report provided prior to 
meeting.  Filed by Title.  Highlight:  Lenore requested that the Vestry members 
keep the Capital Campaign in our prayers. 
 
Assistant Rector’s Report, Christian Anderson:  Written report provided prior 
to meeting.  Filed by Title.  Highlight:  Father Christian feels that the key for the 
Campaign team is to continue inviting the congregation into this process so that 
the parishioners do not feel as if it is a top down decision.  We must continue to 
ask and pray as a church, “Lord, where are you leading us and what do you want 
for St. Mary’s?” 
 
Rector’s Report, Father Todd:  Written report provided prior to meeting.  Filed 
by Title.  Highlight:  A Steinway baby grand piano has been generously donated 
to the church, in hopes of its use in the Sanctuary for services and concerts.  The 
current upright piano will be loaned to a music student who needs one.  The alter 
will be moved forward and the baby grand will be placed behind it. 

 
(*) Financial Report, Ernie Peixotto:  Written report provided prior to meeting.  
Filed by Title.  Highlight:  Don Davis has stepped forth to take over the 
Treasurer’s position, once Ernie steps down.  First, Don will serve as the 
Assistant Treasurer, training side by side with Ernie, then will come on board fully 
in October.  Note:  The recording of the Capital Campaign pledges will be 
recorded by Melissa. 
A motion was made by Peter D. and seconded by Pat C. to approve Don Davis 
as Assistant Treasurer. 
A second motion was made by Bob B. and seconded by Peter D. to approve Don 
Davis as a bank signer. 
A third motion was made by Bob B. and seconded by Kathy P. to approve the 
Financial Report without corrections. 
  
New Business 
 
Old Business 
Father Christian reported that the Pancake Supper was a success! 
 
A motion was made by Lenore and seconded by Sally H. to adjourn the meeting.  
The meeting adjourned at 8:04 pm. 
 
(*) Agenda Items with asterisks required Vestry approval. 
 
Please provide your Vestry report in written format and distribute electronically a 
minimum of 24 hours prior to the meeting to:  vestry@stmarys-stuart.org. 
 
Please read all reports prior to each meeting.  Only questions about a report will 
be discussed at the Vestry meeting.  Vestry minutes represent the highlights of 

mailto:vestry@stmarys-stuart.org


meeting discussions and/or reports and are not intended to record verbatim 
conversations. 


