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Sunday, August 27 
Galatians 3:23—4:7 As you are sons and daughters, God has 
sent into our hearts the Spirit of his Son, crying “Abba,       
Father.” (v.6 NJB) 
 Recently, I was having lunch in my favorite diner. In 
the booth behind me were two couples. I could clearly hear 
their conversation, which was a debate about God. One     
couple were Christians, the other were vocally not. What    
fascinated me about their conversation was that both couples 
viewed God as judgmental and punishing. 
 I’ve heard enough sermons about the above verse 
from Galatians to know that Abba is an Aramaic word many 
biblical scholars describe as a term of endearment for your 
father (like Dad, Papa, or Daddy). 
 God sending the Holy Spirit into our hearts, teaching 
us to call God, Papa or Daddy, is a very different                
understanding from that of viewing God as judgmental and 
punishing. It means that the Creator and origin of all that has, 
does, and will exist, wants to live in a such a deeply intimate, 
loving, understanding, and personal relationship with each of 
us, that it would be natural for us to call that Creator God 
“Papa.” 
 That’s a God anyone would rejoice to come home to! 
 

2 Samuel 24:1-2, 10-25; Psalms 146, 147; John 8:12-20 
 

Birthday:           Jacqueline Lorr 
 

Anniversaries:   Bob & Maggie Carpenter, Lowell & Barbara 
   Hinchliffe, Marnie & Daniel Krause 
 
Sunday’s Calendar  
 8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
 9:00 a.m. Contemporary Family Worship Service  
 9:10 a.m. Sunday School Orientation 
  10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II & Baptism 
  11:15 a.m. Coffee in the Smith Hall  
 6:00 p.m. ALPHA Opening Dinner 
 6:00 p.m. Youth Group Orientation 
 

Today’s Ministry:   Stewardship Committee 

Good News Daily 

 My prayer for all of us is that our love for Jesus Christ will 
always be stronger than the discomfort bearing witness to him 
might bring. 
 

1 Kings 5:1—6:1, 7; Psalms 16, 17; Acts 28:1-16 
 
Birthdays:         Jan Boole, Ella Ashwell, Brandon Collins  
 
Friday’s Calendar    
 7:00 a.m. AA “Hour of Power”  
 9:00 a.m. A Way Out  
 9:30 a.m. Friday Life Group  
 10:00 a.m. Friday Bible Study  
 8:00 p.m. Friday Night Young Peoples’ AA      
 
 Today’s Ministry:       Table Hoppers 
 
 
Saturday, September 2 
Mark 14:43-52 So when the traitor came, he went up to Jesus at 
once and said, “Rabbi!” and kissed him. (v.45) 
 Almost every Good Friday, I try to imagine what it felt like 
to Jesus to have Judas kiss him. That kiss transformed an act of 
loving intimacy into an act of murderous betrayal. Jesus’ response 
to this horrid kiss in Matthew is, “My friend, do what you are here 
for.” Jesus calls Judas, “My friend.” How can that be? At that mo-
ment, how can Judas be Jesus’ friend? 
 I believe that Jesus can say what he does, because he 
knows that what will happen to him in the next 72 hours will fulfill 
God’s plan for the salvation of all humanity (including Judas) forev-
er. God will transform a murderous betrayal into the eternal victory 
of love. 
 Therein lies one of the great mysteries and truths of our 
faith. No matter how horrid, terrifying, and victimizing any human 
action appears to be, God’s eternal victory of love will ultimately 
redeem and transform it into new and everlasting life. 
 

1 Kings 7:51—8:21; Psalms 20, 21; Acts 28:17-31 
 
Birthdays:         Bob Eisenhardt, Wendy Hudson, Vicky Wyder, 
  Laurie Thyrre, Carol Bates 
 

Anniversary:    Roger & Sara Colon 
 

Saturday’s Calendar    
 7:00 a.m. AA “Hour of Power”  

 9:00 a.m. Shepherd Group 

 9:30 a.m. AA Step Study for Women 

 12:00 p.m. NarcAnon “Clean@Noon” 

 5:00 p.m. Eucharist, Rite II 

 6:30 p.m. NarcAnon “Kleen N Krazy” 

 8:30 p.m. NarcAnon “Not Alone” 
 

Today’s Ministry:       Ushers 
 
 

“Growing into Jesus - Reaching out with love” 

by John Fergueson 
 

Used with permission from the BIBLE READING FELLOWSHIP 
PO Box 380, Winter Park, FL 32790 



Monday, August 28 
Acts 26:1-23 “As for me, I once thought it was my duty to use every 
means to oppose the name of Jesus the Nazarene.” (v.9) 
 When I served in Vietnam, I was part of a Marine unit whose 
mission was to identify and neutralize Viet Cong leaders. Paul was 
doing the same kind of thing to Christians in first-century Palestine. 
As he describes his spiritual journey in his letters, I can see similar 
themes in my own faith journey. Reading about him was my first   
inkling that God could and would help me find a transformative path 
to follow in dealing with my wartime experiences. 
 Paul’s journey in Christ begins with Christ revealing Paul’s 
spiritual blindness by making him physically blind. He then opens 
Paul’s eyes to see a new path and a new destiny. I believe that those 
who reject or oppose Jesus Christ are not enemies, or eternally    
condemned sinners. I believe they are people who are afflicted with 
spiritual blindness. What they need is for a Christian to gently open 
their eyes to restore their spiritual sight. The greatest saints often 
began as great opponents of Jesus Christ! 
 

1 Kings 1:5-31; Psalms 1, 2, 3; Mark 13:14-27 
 
Birthday:      Patricia Habersberger 
 

Anniversaries:  Tom & Rosemary Carney, Jack & Linda O’Keeffe, 
  Helen & Don Paul, Ray & Carole Smith 
 
Monday’s Calendar   
 7:00 a.m.  AA “Hour of Power” 
 5:30 p.m. ACA Meeting  (Adult Children of Alcoholics)  
        
Today’s Ministry:      Sunday School 

 
 

Tuesday, August 29 
Acts 26:24—27:8 He had reached this point in his defense when Fes-
tus shouted out, “Paul, you are out of your mind; all that learning of 
yours is driving you mad.” (v.24) 
 Part of my life involves working with highly educated and 
very secular professionals. As we socialize together, they often raise 
the matter of my Christian faith. During these discussions, I’m often 
told that I’m foolish or naive to believe in the death and resurrection 
of Jesus. 
 For a few years, I did my best to make intellectual arguments 
supporting my faith in these conversations. Then I realized that was 
never going to work. Instead, when these discussions arise, I share 
my personal experiences of the transforming love and healing power 
of God, through Jesus Christ, in the power of the Holy Spirit. That 
changes the conversation. It actually leads to questions about my 
experiences and what I believe about their meaning. 
 My take-away from these discussions is to remember that 
God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are not ideas. They are realities! 
The best way to talk about a reality is to share our personal, relational 
experience of that reality, not have an abstract conversation about 
ideas. Our best course is always to witness, not argue! 

1 Kings 1:38—2:4; Psalms 5, 6; Mark 13:28-37 

Birthdays:         Beth Bysshe, Dennis Kennelly, David  
  White, Anthony Marraffino, Matthew White 
 
Tuesday’s Calendar   

 7:00 a.m. AA “Hour of Power”  
 9:30 a.m. Beth Moore Bible Study  
  12:10 p.m. Holy Eucharist & Healing 
     2:00 p.m. Book Group 
     5:30 p.m. Overeaters’ Anonymous Meeting 
 7:30 p.m. NarcAnon “Just for Today” 
 
Today’s Ministry:      Sunday School Teachers 

 
 

Wednesday, August 30 
Mark 14:1-11 “Ointment like this could have been sold for over 
three hundred denarii and the money given to the poor”; and 
they were angry with her. (v.5) 
 My congregation has recently been involved in a      
kerfuffle about money. (Specifically, there isn’t enough to meet 
the budget!) One group of members thinks that we should fire 
the organist to reduce the budget. As with the speakers in the 
above verse, these folks talk about the good outreach works we 
could do with the money we’d save. 
 There are two ideas that aren’t being considered here. 
The first is that music has been an important congregational 
offering to God for decades. (Believing that it truly is an offering 
is a spiritually important part of the community’s identity.)     
Second, the real congregational issue is and has been about 
stewardship—individual monetary generosity and commitment. 
 I think we need to gather our hearts and heads together 
to remind ourselves that not everything in parish life is about 
money or outreach. Sometimes it is simply about loving Christ 
and giving God glory in joy and expressive generosity! 

1 Kings 3:1-15; Psalm 119:1-24; Acts 27:9-26 
 
Birthdays:      Sally Schmid, Sheryl Konen, Sheila Daury, 
  Hugo Ucelo, Courtney Santorella, Katie Norris 
 

Anniversary:    Steve & Suzy Karr 
 
Wednesday’s Calendar   

 6:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Study  
 7:00 a.m. AA “Hour of Power” 
 9:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist 
 10:00 a.m. Staff Meeting 
 10:30 p.m. Reunion Group 
 4:45 p.m. Mary’s Kitchen 
 5:30 p.m. AA “Daily Reflections” 
 7:00 p.m.  Life Group  
 8:30 p.m. NarcAnon “Klean and Krazy” 
 
Today’s Ministry        Sunday Worship Assistants  

Thursday, August 31 
Mark 14:12-26 And while they were at table eating, Jesus said, “In 
truth I tell you, one of you is about to betray me, one of you eating 
with me.”. (v.18) 
 Sooner or later in life, someone you care about deeply, and 
believe to be your friend, will betray you. When this has happened to 
me, I confess that my response has usually been several days of 
free-floating anger. Unfortunately, that always leads to depression, 
and often some sort of illness. 
 Recently, it happened again. I was lucky. When I learned of 
the betrayal, I was with a wise Christian friend. He said, “Before you 
do anything else, pray that God will hold your betrayer in a loving 
embrace. Next, ask God to give you compassionate grief, grieving 
the loss you’re experiencing, but with compassion, rather than rage. 
The compassion helps you to come to understanding why this     
betrayal happened. In time, that understanding can lead to          
forgiveness, which can lead to the possibility of reconciliation.” 
 It was good advice. I’ve worked to follow it. The result has 
been understanding and compassion, not the enmity and            
unresolved wounding of past experiences. I pray that understanding 
and compassion will, with God’s help, eventually lead to real for-
giveness and reconciliation. 

1 Kings 3:16-28; Psalm 18:1-20; Acts 27:27-44 
 

Birthdays:         Kevin Hawken, Marni Abate 
 

Thursday’s Calendar     
 7:00 a.m. AA “Hour of Power”  
 10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist  
 12:30 p.m. Overeaters’ Anonymous Meeting 
 5:30 p.m. Qigong Exercise Class 
 5:30 p.m. ACA Men’s Group 
 7:00 p.m. AlAnon “Stepping Stones”  
 

Today’s Ministry:       Table Hoppers 
 

 

Friday, September 1 
Mark 14:27-42 And Jesus said to him [Peter], “In truth I tell you, this 
day, this very night, before the cock crows twice, you will have dis-
owned me three times.” (v.30) 
 Reading this verse for the first time as a teenager, I thought 
to myself, “I would never disown Jesus.” Now in my latter years, and 
looking back, I realize that I’ve disowned him often. 
 I disown him when I’m in a group ridiculing Christians and 
don’t speak up about my faith. I disown him when I skip worship on 
Sunday to attend a social function or sporting event. I disown him 
when I see someone in need and cross the street to avoid making 
contact. These examples all have something in common. They’re all 
things that I do to protect myself from having my faith make me un-
comfortable. 
 After the Resurrection, Jesus didn’t berate Peter, or publicly 
shame him. Instead, he asked Peter three times, “Do you love me?” 
In doing that, the triple disowning was washed away by the love in 
Peter’s heart. 


