
Sunday, April 22 

Psalm 63 “O God, you are my God. I earnestly search for you.” (v.1 NLT) 

In the Peanuts comic strip, one of my favorite recurring events is 

“Lucy and the Football.” Lucy holds a football for Charlie Brown to kick, 

but at the last minute she yanks the ball away. Poor Charlie Brown ends 

up flat on his back, looking up and bewailing the fact that Lucy has fooled 

him again. It makes me laugh but, truthfully, there have been many times 

in my life when my “football” was yanked away and I ended up flat on my 

back, looking up. And I’m not alone—King David’s “football” was yanked 

away when his son Absalom usurped his throne. 

Psalm 63 was composed when David was in the desert, hiding 

from Absalom’s forces. While they were looking for him, David was    

looking for God. So, when you end up flat on your back looking up, don’t 

despair. You are already looking in the right direction. 

Exodus 28:1-4, 30-38; Psalm 98; 1 John 2:18-29; Mark 6:30-44 

 

Birthday:      Jaemon Hart, Sarabeth Holmberg, Durward 

Jackson,   Eloise  Mayfield, Candace Reynolds, Mike 

Szott,    Conrad Cody, Stephen Forsberg, Lu Gallant 

 

Anniversary:    Russ & Kate Gilbert  

 

Sunday’s Calendar  

  MISSION  SUNDAY 

 7:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I 

 9:00 a.m. Contemporary Family Worship Service  

 9:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

 9:10 a.m. Sunday School 

 10:15 a.m. Coffee Hour  in Courtyard 

 11:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

 6:00 p.m. Confirmation Class 

 6:00 p.m. Youth Group 

 

you? Are our children alright? I miss you with all my heart. I long to be 

with you. 

Centuries separate me from my ancestors, and much longer 

from Paul’s Thessalonians, but concern for distant loved ones never 

changes. 

Paul’s letter contains the same questions as my family letters. 

Stuck in Athens, Paul was worried about his spiritual children’s wellbeing. 

But Timothy reported that Paul’s “brother and sisters” were not only still 

spiritually alive, but thriving. And their good report gave Paul “new life.” 

Exodus 34:18-35; Psalms 40, 54; Matthew 5:27-37 

 

Birthday:      Blake Addeo 

Anniversary:    Tom & Margaret Hickey 

 

Friday’s Calendar 

 

 7:00 a.m. AA “Hour of Power”  

 9:00 a.m. A Way Out  

 9:30 a.m. Life Group 

 10:00 a.m. Bible Study 

 8:00 p.m. Friday Night Young Peoples’ AA      

 

Today’s Ministry:   Sunday School 

 

 

 

Saturday, April 28 

Matthew 5:38-48 “But I say, love your enemies! Pray for those who     

persecute you! In that way, you will be acting as true children of your  

Father in heaven. For he gives sunlight to both the evil and the good, and 

he sends rain on the just and the unjust alike.” (vv.44-45) 

If I could ask God to rewrite a part of the Bible to match my    

preferences, this would be it. I don’t know about you, but I don’t think it is 

at all fair of God to ask me to love my enemies. They are dreadful people 

and they don’t deserve my love, let alone God’s. I keep hoping that   

someone will find the original copy of Matthew’s Gospel and discover that 

he includes a note that Jesus was only kidding! 

Of course, Jesus meant every word. He charges us to love our 

enemies—not to agree with or enable them, but to love them. And I try to, 

because I know that when I was Christ’s enemy, he still loved me. 

Exodus 40:18-38; Psalm 55; 1 Thessalonians 4:1-12 

 

Birthday:      Matt Szott 
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“Growing into Jesus - Reaching out with love” 

Good News Daily 

Saturday’s Calendar 

   

 7:00 a.m. AA “Hour of Power”  

 9:30 a.m. AA Step Study for Women 

 12:00 p.m. NarcAnon “Clean at Noon” 

 5:00 p.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

 6:30 p.m. NarcAnon “Kleen N Krazy” 

 8:30 p.m. NarcAnon “Not Alone” 

 

Today’s Ministry:   Sunday School Teachers 

by  Ruth Owen 

 

Used with permission from the BIBLE READING FELLOWSHIP 

PO Box 380, Winter Park, FL 32790 

www.biblereading.org 



Today’s Ministry:   Praying Hands 

 

Monday,  April 23 

Matthew 5:1-10 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of 

heaven.” (v.3 ESV) 

When my sister and I were toddlers, our parents took us to a 

drive-in movie (cheap, fun family entertainment). One time during the 

show, my sister’s pacifier somehow dropped out of the car onto the   

muddy ground. She was in despair! My parents fussed over her and 

calmed her down. 

Well, I was watching all this, and a minute later I purposely 

launched my pacifier out the car window so that I would be fussed over, 

too. I’d studied what happened when a person lost a pacifier, but I’d 

learned the exact wrong thing. 

Jesus faced the same dilemma. Before he came, many people 

who studied the Lord had learned the exact wrong thing. The Sermon on 

the Mount is Christ’s way of showing us who God truly is. No pacifier  

required! 

Exodus 32:1-20; Psalm 41, 52; Colossians 3:18—4:18 

 

Birthdays:       Elliott Steward, Lily Wernick, PJ Anson, Ellen 

   Brammeier 

Anniversaries:    Tom & Joanne Greer, Cecil & Claudia Worley 

 

Monday’s Calendar  

 7:00 a.m.  AA “Hour of Power” 

 5:30 p.m. Stephen Ministry Supervision  

 5:45 p.m. ACA Families 

 6:30 p.m. Life Group—off campus 

 6:30 a.m. NAMI Group 

 

Today’s Ministry:    Shepherd Group 

 

 

 

Tuesday, April 24 

Matthew 5:10-16 “You are the salt of the earth…You are the light of the 

world.” (vv.13-14) 

Open any Fashion Magazine and you will invariably find a quiz 

entitled “Are You Truly Happy?” The questions are some variation of this: 

Do I take myself seriously? Do I depend on others? Am I self-sufficient? 

Am I good to myself? All this points to a “me-focused” happiness, one 

where satisfaction is determined by self. 

Jesus would have scored very low on these tests. 

James MacArthur wrote, “All the virtues of the Beatitudes     

character are intolerable to an evil world.” We are “happiest” not when we 

focus on glorifying ourselves, but when we let the Holy Spirit shine 

through us to light the world. 

Exodus 32:21-34; Psalm 45; 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10; Matthew 5:11-16 

 

Birthdays:     Edward Moen, Ray Riddle, Jack Rusch,  

   Sandy  Banyard,  Sherry Corbett, Olivia Gillard 

 

Anniversary:     Duke & Pat Templeton 

Tuesday’s Calendar   

 

 7:00 a.m. AA “Hour of Power”  

 9:30 a.m. Women’s Bible Study  

  12:10 p.m. Holy Eucharist & Healing 

 6:00 p.m. Overeaters’ Anonymous 

 7:30 p.m. NarcAnon “Just for Today” 

 

Today’s Ministry:      St. Mary’s Closet Thrift Store 

 

 

 

Wednesday, April  25 

Psalm 119:49-72 Your decrees have been the theme of my songs    

wherever I have lived. (v.54 NLT) 

What’s in your playlist? You know, the list of songs that you   

listen to on your smartphones and computers (and on tapes and CDs, for 

the dinosaurs among us). Look in any direction and you’re sure to see 

someone wearing earphones, listing to their personally crafted mix-lists. 

These songs fill our brains and inform our lives, no matter where we are. 

King David knew the power of songs to shape us. In Psalm 119, 

he wrote how God’s decrees were the theme of his songs, no matter 

where he lived. Even in his most desperate psalms, David never wavered 

from his belief that God’s decrees were ultimately life-giving. His mix-list, 

however painful or broken, always pointed to hope. Does yours? 

Exodus 33:1-23; 1 Thessalonians 2:1-12; Matthew 5:17-20 

 

Birthdays:     Greg Saville, Mimi Swaringen 

 

Wednesday’s Calendar 

 6:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Study  

 7:00 a.m. AA “Hour of Power” 

 9:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist 

 10:00 a.m. Staff Meeting  

 4:45 p.m. Mary’s Kitchen 

 5:30 p.m. AA “Daily Reflections”    

 6:00 p.m. Life Group 

 8:30 p.m. NarcAnon “Klean and Krazy” 

 

Today’s Ministry:   Stephen Ministry 

    

Thursday, April 26 

1 Thessalonians 2:13-20 After all, what gives us hope and joy, and what 

will be our proud reward and crown as we stand before our Lord Jesus 

when he returns? It is you! Yes, you are our pride and joy. 

(vv.19-20) 

Thursday is a difficult day. Saturday is tantalizingly close, but not 

here yet, and sometimes those last few hours before the weekend can 

seem to stretch out longer than all the days that came before. Anticipation 

makes us yearn even more for those longed-for days off. 

Paul felt something similar when he kept trying and failing to get 

back to his beloved Thessalonian believers. Satan kept throwing up   

roadblocks, again and again, and there was no guarantee that Paul would 

even be able to ever see them again. 

Paul could have become discouraged, but instead the apostle 

focused on the “pride and joy” he had in this feisty little congregation. 

Paul says that when Jesus returns, his “proud reward and crown” will be 

the church of Thessalonica. Now that’s a weekend to look forward to! 

Exodus 34:1-17; Psalm 50; 1 Thessalonians 2:13-20; Matthew 5:21-26 

 

Birthdays:     Charlie English, Carol Ellison,  

 

Anniversary:     Dennis & Peg Kennelly, Drew & Pam Norris 

 

Thursday’s Calendar     

 7:00 a.m. AA “Hour of Power”  

 10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist  

 5:30 p.m. ACA Men’s Group 

 6:30 p.m. Life Group 

 7:00 p.m. Choir Rehearsal 

 7:00 p.m. AlAnon “Stepping Stones”  

 

Today’s Ministry:     Stewardship Committee 

 

 

 

Friday,  April 27 

1 Thessalonians 3:1-13 So we have been greatly encouraged in the midst 

of our troubles and suffering dear brothers and sisters, because you have 

remained strong in your faith. It gives us new life to know that you are 

standing firm in the Lord. (vv.7-8) 

Some of my most precious treasures are old letters handed 

down through my family. Two-hundred-year-old words are faded and hard 

to read, but the sentiments are as true today as it was then: How are 


